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-Twfci& authorities have lau n che d « huge military 
opeotk»ia eastern T&keyro find 10 Gereum twrim kidnapped by 
'■;' KttrtMi guwrfflas, a g tr ao ro roent offidal sdd Saierdey. The offiail Mid 
" / x m3&zy seiitt vere warch,^ foc*rc» from bind and air around tbe clock. 
’/"TV» K^dto gBarWaj raided axo fleboqse neat the village oi Seriabag in 
\BMb pro vince - s ad k Sdn A pped-the 10 German* late Thursday nigh:, Ac 
• fnxu-oflQdtf AsMolia now agency reported. Anatolia, quoting witnesses. 

snU tbo gntsnea ordered 15 Gemw tourists into a truck after checking 
V foefoeatitytaudsof 24-peopk in the coffeehouse. The Gcnnos bad ben 
v damping in forif caravans near the Nemrot ejater lake m the r eg i on . Five 
Tr<ki3Bm nau^ed to Escape by jumping from a truck while they were 
; taken away by Ac gnenStas. They later reported the attack to Turkish 
ambontim AzasrScrrihanOgte. a witness, told Anatolia that the gunmen 
- ^told thb pwptejn cufiKtaaic that “« are in war with Germany, they 
■r (Germans) suck one Mood." Atutofia said a trial of 104 member* of the 
^Stm^lidMetPaiw, an uedergfetmd group, was going on In Germany. 
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Guerrillas attack pro-braelis In Lebanon 

BEIRUT (R) — A Lebanese guerrilla group said its fighters twice 
attacked pro- Israeli militiamen in South Lebanon Saturday. The 
Lebanese National Resistance said in a statement it set off bombs in two 
posts maimed by the Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
near the town of Jezzine. It said the SLA militiamen in the positions were 
killed or wounded in the blasts — the latest in a scries of attacks on Israeli 
troops and their SLA allies in South Lebanon. There was no independent 
oonfirmation of the casualties. Israel and the 3.000-strong SLA hold a 
15-kilometre deep “security zone” in South Lebanon and a corridor of 
land running up to Jezzine, eight kilometres north of the buffer strip. On 
Friday, fighters of the Lebanese National Resistance detonated a bomb as 
an SLA patrol passed near the village of Anunta inside the “security 
zone." The Islamic Resistance — a coalition of Iranian-backed groups led 
by Hizbollah, also staged two attacks on the SLA Friday. The group said 
five SLA men were killed and wounded in the attack. 
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GFJTUurges 
refinery workers 
not tostrike , . 

AMMAN (Petra)— The General 
Federation - of . Jordanian Trade 
Unions (GFJTU) decided in a 
merting .held S a t urd a y to suppon 
demands by Jordan Petroleum 
Refinery Company workers for 
better pay and work conditions in 
accordance with the Labour Law. 
The federation’s secretary gener- 
al,- Abdul Halim Khaddam. urged 
the workers not to stage a strike 
scheduled for Monday, because it 
is again&r the regulations of the 
Labour Law. lie urged them to 
continue work as usual until a 
special panei looks into the issue 
and decides on a just solution to 
the employees' problems. 

Libya: U.S. 
insults Maghreb 

ALGIERS (R) — Libya Saturday 
accused the. United Slates of in- 
sulting North African countries as 
Secretary of State James Baker 
arrived in Morocco. “Just as the 
American secretary of state’s visit 
-to several Arab Maghreb coun- 
tries was announced, die U.S. 
treasury made known its decision 
to strengthen the embargo 
against Libya,” Libyan Ambassa- 
dor Abed Smonla Ghpdban told 
a news conference in the Algerian 
capital. “That in reality consti- 
tutes a haimliatiOD arid lack of 
consideration for the Arab. 
Maghreb and states which Mr. 
Baker is planning to visit, be- 
cause Libya is a member of a 
onion grouping these countries." 
Libya belongs to the Arab Mag- 
reb Union, also-linking Algeria, 
fhnisian, Morocco and Maurita- 
nia. 

Former Egyptian 
ylc^i^esidept^ies 

CAIRO (R)^ FonnerEgyprian 
Vice-EtesidentAii Sabri died m sl 
Cairo hospital Saturday, Egypt's 
national news agency MENA re- 
ported!. -An air force pflot who 
took part in the Free Officers* 
revolution of 1952 which toppled 
King Fajrouk, Mr, Sabri was a 
dose associate and contemporary 
of former Presideni C arnal Abdul 
Nasser. He became foreign minis- 
ter in 1958, and prime minister in- 
1964 and held the post of vice- 
president of the republic until 
1965.'‘Widely expected to succeed 
Mr. Abdul Nasser. Mr. Sabri 
faded from public view as former 
President Anwar Sadat rose to 
prominence. A staunch Arab 
nationalist and - symbol of the 
1952 revolution, he was sent- 
enced to hard labour for fife in 
1971, shortly after Mr, Sa d a t , 
becaine president, accused of 
plotting to ‘ overthrow Jihn, but 
was. later, released. 

Thirdblazein 
week at Tehran 
market 

NIOKIA (AP)_— - A fire at a 
fabric warehouse in the heart of 
Tehran's bazaar destroyed 20 
bales of doth Saturday, the third 
sneb blaze in a week, the Islamic 
Republic Newk Agency (IRNA) 
sad , An insurance ctxmpany ex- 
ecutive, irieanwhOe, said between 
300 aml'400shops were destroyed 
or damaged in a previous fire 
Thursday — much greater dam- 
age than .assessments released at 
the time. Tte agency said fire- 
fighters quickly put out Satur- 
day's blaze. U did not say 
«4retirer dime were any injuries 
Or deaths, bat noted that the fire 
occurred before shops opened for 
busbess. 

IranprocUicing 
3.5m barrels a day 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Satur- 
day it produced 3.5 million bar- 
rels of crude, a day (bpd) in the 
four months from March 21, ab- 
ort 200,000 bpd above estimates 
by. foreign oil executives and 
analysts. Oil Minister Gholamre- 
za Aqazadeh fold reporters in 
Tehran that exports, at an aver- 
age- pf 2.58 million bpd, earned 
fobriotthiry S5.14 bUfion over the 
same period. The budget bad 
forecast earnings at $5.4 bUtios, 
be said. The export 'figure was 
&fe>o higher than other estimates, 
by Shout the same margin. Iran 
refirifoabput 900,000 bpd. Eara- 
ingi for the whole. Iranian year, 
which started cm March 21, would 
reach a target of $16.4 tulHon. 
Mr. Aqazadeh added. 


Baker seeks Maghreb 
help to convince PLO 


RABAT (Agencies — U.S. 
Secretary of State Jamo Baker, 
increasingly confident that 
Palestinians wifi find a way ro join 
peace talks, arrived in Rabat 
Saturday to up Morocco's, con- 
tacts with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO). 

Mr. Baker flew in from Am- 
man and went to meet King 
Hassan. who held talks two days 
ago with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. 

In Amman. Mr. Baker held 
talks early Saturday with Prime 
Minister Taber Mash on the Mid- 
dle East peace process and U-S. 
financial aid to Jordan, officials 
reported. 

Mr. Baker met wirh Mr Masn 
for an hour before he departed 
for Morocco, the third leg of his 
regional tour which will take him 
later ro Tunisia and Algeria Mr. 
Baker a Ho has visired Israel. 

A senior Jordanian official said 
Mr. Baker and Mr. Masri "main- 
ly discussed the unfreezing of 
U.S. aid to Jordan which was 
suspended by Congress this 
year." 

“Mr. Baker told Mr. Masri that 
the decision was taken by U.S. 
President (George) Bush io nor- 
malise aid to Jordan,” the official 
tol d the AP on condition of 
anonymity. 

. The U.S. Congress has deman- 
ded that the Bush administration 
produce evidence that Jordan is 
helping . Washington's peace 


efforts before lifting a freeze on 
American financial assistance to 
the Kingdom. 

The amount involved is 555 
million in unappropriated aid in 
1990 and S57.2 million in alloca- 
tion in 1991. 

In Rabat. Mr. Baker was ex- 
pected to seek King Hassan's 
help in persuading the PLO to 
rise its conscnr io a delegation of 
non- PLO Palestinians in a join! 
delegation with Jordan io the 
proposed Middle East peace con- 
ference. 

A senior U.S. official told Reu- 
ters the peace process had gune 
so far that it would be difficult if 
not impossible for Palestinians to 
say no to a U.S. initiative 

"The two toughest nuts to 
crack were Syria and Israel." the 
official said. Syria has agreed to 
take part, while Israel is holding 
out for assurances that the 
Palestinian delegation wilt meet 
its specifications. 

"My instinct is they it he 
Palestinians) will find a way to 
participate." the official said. 

There was much pressure on 
them to do so. he added. 

In Washington Friday. Mayor 
Elias Fivij, a prominent Palesti- 
nian from The West Bank town of 
Bethlehem, suggested that the 
one outstanding issue — who will 
represent Palestinians at the con- 
ference — was resolved. 

“i really cannot elaborate... 
but I think it has already been 


settled." he told reporters at the 

National Press Club. 

Public statements from the 
PLO has nut given the same 
impression, it says it insists on 
naming rhe Palestinian delegates, 
who should include representa- 
tives from Arab Jerusalem and 
from the Palestinian community 
in exile. 

Israel rejects any PLO role and 
says delegates from Arab Jeru- 
salem would pose an unaccept- 
able challenge to Israel's claim to 
“sovereignty" over the occupied 
eastern sector. 

The LLS. official, who asked 
not to be named, said: "The PLO 
has not been helpful, but has not 
been harmful either bur they've 
not said yes either." 

Officials travelling with Mr. 
Baker have been trvtng to mo\c 
the spotlight away from the 
Israeli conditions onro Palesti- 
nian reservations about the 
framework for the conference. 

Mr. Baker, at a news confer- 
ence Friday after talks with King 
Hussein, said Palestinians had the 
most to gain from a conference 
and the most to lose if one failed 
to take place. 

Mr. Baker, on his sixth Middle 
East peace mission, was making 
his first visit to Morocco as secret- 
ary of stale. He then heads for 
Tunis and Algiers before return- 
ing to Washington Friday. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq says sanctions part of 
plot to topple government 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq 
has again accused the United 
States and its Western allies of 
using U.N. sanctions to try to 
bring -down President Saddam 
Hussein and bis government. 

Trade Minister Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh said Saturday a 
French proposal for easing sanc- 
tions by putting the U.N. in 
control of Iraq's oil revenue and 
food distribution was an infringe- 
ment of the sovereignty of an 
independent country. 

The Oil Ministry Saturday pub- 
lished an advertisement in the 
government newspaper Ai 
Jumhouriyah advising Iraqis to 
store kerosene for cooking — the 
sort of announcement that 
appeared in the official press in 
the run-up to the U.S. and allied 
attacks that launched the Gulf 
war. 

“The damage that they would 
Eke to accomplish <5 to destroy 
the people in Iraq, is to make 
starvation and by making starva- 
tion they think (the Iraqi people) 
will overthrow the government,” 
Mr. Saleh told journalists during 
a tour of a government food 
warehouse. 

“They do not want Saddam 
Hussein. They do not want the 
Iraqi government,” be said. 

Iraq has asked the Security 
Council to ease the trade block- 
ade, imposed after its invasion of 
Kuwait last August, to allow it to. 
sell SL5 billion worth of oil to 
buy food and medicine. 

Mr. Saleh, speaking at a news 


conference earlier, accused the 
United States, Britain and France 
of presenting Iraq with unaccept- 
able conditions. 

“It (foe French proposal) aims 
to put an obstacle to Iraq so that 
foe sanctions will not be lifted," 
he said. 

U.N. inspectors are in Iraq to 
ensure compliance with the terms 
of the Gulf war ceasefire, which 
calls for the declaration and 
scrapping of its weapons of mass 
destruction. 

The two teams in the country at 
the moment are looking for evi- 
dence of a nuclear weapons and 
biological warfare programmes. 

Washington has threatened to 
attack targets in Iraq, which in- 
itially concealed evidence of its 
nuclear programme, if it does not 
make a full disclosure. 

Iraq also said Saturday it 
underestimated its stocks of che- 
mical weapons in April because it 
was in a hurry to prepare a list for 
the United Nations. 

Id foe April list Iraq declared 
between 11,000 and 12,000 che- 
mical munitions, about a quarter 
of foe real total. 

Rolf Eke us, head of the U.N. 
special commission overseeing 
the destruction of Iraq’s weapons 
of mass destruction, told a news 
conference Tuesday Iraq had 
46,000 chemical monitions. 

“The dramatic increase in the 
number of chemcial munitions, as 
we see it, is a consequence of the 
‘Iraqis seeing that the commis- 
sion. ..(has) the capability to go 


and search very effectively," Mr. 
Ekeus said. 

His remarks were widely inter- 
preted to imply that the Iraqis 
had deliberately concealed foe 
size of their stocks in foe hope 
that they would escape detection. 

But an Iraqi Foreign Ministry 
source, quoted by foe Iraqi News 
Agency Saturday, said foe first 
list was “hurriedly prepared," 
and included only foe most im- 
portant items. 

The U.S. Senate has overwhel- 
mingly supported “use of all 
necessary means," by President 
George Bush to eliminate Iraq’s 
ability to produce nuclear, che- 
mical or biological weapons. 

The resolution was proposed 
by Senate Republican leader Bob 
Dole, who said it was intended to 
signal to Iraq that Congress sup- 
ports new military force if Bagh- 
dad tries to keep foe weapons 
programmes. 

A U.N. biological weapons in- 
spection team Saturday began in- 
vestigating Iraq’s germ warfare 
capability. 

“I have an open mind at this 
stage,” said team leader David 
Kelly of Britain. 

“We will go to sites which we 
deem to be associated with biolo- 
gical activities. At the moment. I 
have an open mind," Mr. Kelly 
said. 

He said he and others in bis 
28-member team had discussions 
with Iraqi officials, and “we have 
no indication that they possess 
such weapons.” 



KING MEETS S. KOREAN TEAM : His Korean partiamentary delegation led by Dougin 
Majesty King Hussein Saturday meets with a South Lee (see story on page 3) 


Ensour heads for OIC conference 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Abdullah Ensour 
headed for Istanbul Saturday to 
attend a meeting of the foreign 
ministers of foe Organisation of 
Islamic Conference (OIC), which 
is scheduled to discuss the Middle 
East peace process as well to seek 
to heal Islamic divisions created 
by foe Gulf crisis. 

Reports from Cairo said Dr. 
Ensour had arrived there en 
route to Istanbul. There was no 
immediate report of Mr. Ensour 
meeting any Egyptian officials. 

Meanwhile, Iraq’s effort to 
raise the issue of international 
sanctions against it at the OIC 
meeting blocked by Kuwait and 
its Gulf allies, reports said. 

The conference is due to tackle 
political, economic and social 
issues of concern to foe Islamic 
World. These include foe current 
situation in the Middle East, de- 
velopments in foe Palestine prob- 
lem, foe condition of Islamic 
communities around the world, 
especially those living in Asian 
and African countries, as well as 
-problems plaguing foe Horn of 
Africa. The conference is also 


expected to tackle economic diffi- 
culties encountered by the less 
developed Islamic countries of 
the world. 

Kuwait and its Gulf allies 
Saturday blocked Iraq's attempt 
to raise the issue of U.N. econo- 
mic sanctions at foe meeting, 
delegates said. 

Instead, ministers from the 45- 
nation OIC will discuss “consequ- 
ences of the Iraqi aggression 
against Kuwait" at the meeting. 

Iraq, seeking to end its econo- 
mic and political isolation, sought 
to include sanctions as a huma- 
nitarian issue when senior offi- 
cials met privately to draft an 
agenda before foe meeting opens 
Sunday. 

“The Iraqi representative 
spoke of the suffering of foe Iraqi 
people because of the embargo as 
an issue of top urgency," one 
delegate said. 

Iraq received backing from 
some member states including 
Libya, Algeria and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 

Delegates said Kuwait's envoy 
countered with an onslaught 
against Iraq. 


"The position of the Gulf states 
was crucial. They sided complete- 
ly with Kuwait against Iraq," one 
delegate said. 

A member of foe Iraqi delega- 
tion told Reuters his country had 
sought to "turn a new leaf and 
dose old dossiers.” 

He said the Kuwaiti repre- 
sentative had raised the issue of 
U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions on Iraq's nuclear power. 
“These resolutions are devoted to 
destroying Iraq's strength for the 
interests of Israel,” the Iraqi de- 
legate said. 

Diplomatic sources say the 
OIC meeting will also consider 
the impact of new moves towards 
Middle East peace. 

Iraq is sending Minister of 
State for Foreign Affairs Moham- 
mad Saeed Al Sahaf to foe meet- 
ing, Turkish officials said. 

“In Istanbul we hope to start a 
reconciliation meeting to smooth 
out problems berwen OIC mem- 
ber countries,” said a diplomat 
from Senegal, which is preparing 
to host a frill OIC summit in 
December or January. 


All parties welcome Bush’s 
announcement of Cyprus talks 


NICOSIA (Agencies) — All par- 
ties involved in the Cyprus dis- 
pute have welcomed a surprise 
announcement by U.S. President 
George Bush of an international 
conference next month to try to 
resolve the island’s 17-year divi- 
sion. 

The Cyprus government said 
Mr. Bush's statement was "in- 
dicative of the interest of the 
Unired States and of President 
Bush personally in the solution of 
the Cyprus problem." 

The National Council, group- 
ing all Greek Cypriot political 
parties and chaired by President 
George Vassif iou. held an urgent 
meeting Saturday ro discuss de- 
velopments. 

"We see it as a positive de- 
velopment." Turkish Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Murat Sun- 
gar said of Mr Bush's announce- 
ment. 

Rauf Denkiash. leader of the 
breakaway Turkish republic of 
northern Cyprus, also welcomed 
the prospect of talks. "We have 
said from the beginning foal we 
are all for it but careful and 
watchful preparation is necessary 
for its success.” he said. 


The Bush announcement made 
banner from page headlines in 
the local press with several news- 
papers declaring "Nicosia taken 
by surprise." 

Mr. Bush stated in Washington 
Friday that Greek Prime Minister 
Constantines Mitsoiakis and Tur- 
kish President Turgut Oza! had 
agreed to discuss the future of the 
island at a meeting in the United 
States in September. 

North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nisation (NATO) allies Greece 
and Turkey have frequently 
reached the brink of war in recent 
years because of the Turkish in- 
vasion and occupation of north 
Cyprus in 1974 and territorial 
differences in The Aegean Sea. 

During his visit to Athens and 
Ankara last month Mr. Bush 
declared that the status quo in 
Cyprus was unacceptable and cal- 
led on both countries to work for 
the settlement of the problem and 
to overcome their traditional en- 
miry. 

Cyprus government spokesman 
Akis Fantis said Saturday the 
White House later clarified that 
the projected conference would 
be convened bv the U.N. 


secretary-general and that Mr. 
Vassiliou and Mr. Denktash 
would also participate. 

It was also clarified that the 
United States, the Soviet Union. 
Britain and other members of the 
Security Council may also be 
invited to attend. Mr. Fantis 
added. 

In Athens. Greek government 
spokesman Byron Polydoras said: 
"It is a very positive development 
... we hope the lime has come 
that Turkey will contribute with 
its actions so that a just solution 
can be found to the Cyprus prob- 
lem." 

Greece and the Greek Cypriots 
‘ had earlier objected to four-way 
talks between Athens. Ankara 
and the Greek and Turkish Cyp- 
riots. which they said put the 
breakaway republic of northern 
Cyprus on an equal footing with 
the internationally recognised 
Cyprus government. 

Athens has urged Turkey as an 
act of goodwill to withdraw its 
estimated 30.000 troops from 
north Cyprus, which in 1983 de- 
clared a separate state, recog- 
nised onlv bv Ankara. 


King 

receives 

Arafat 

message 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Saturday received a 
letter from Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat on U.S.-led Mid- 
dle East peace efforts, the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra said. 

The message was conveyed to 
King Hussein by Palestinian 
Ambassador to Jordan Al Tayyeb 
Abdul Rahim in an audience at 
foe Royal Court Saturday after- 
noon. the agency said without 
elaboration. 

The King, who met U.S. 
Secretary of State James Baker 
Friday, lias offered to send a joint 
Jordanian-PaJestmian delegation 
to a Middle East peace confer- 
ence proposed for October. 

"The time has come, hopeful- 
ly, for foe Palestinians to decide 
in view of all the circumstances 
and the opportunity that foe mo- 
ment presents for their participa- 
tion in efforts for a comprehen- 
sive settlement,” King Hussein 
told a news conference Friday. 

Mr. Baker, who arrived in 
Morocco Saturday, had flown to 
Amman after four hours of talks 
in occupied Jerusalem with 
Palestinian leaders. 

An advisor to Mr. Arafat said 
Friday the PLO was awaiting a 
U.S. invitation to the peace con- 
ference despite Israel’s attempts 
to exclude it. 

"We are waiting for an invita- 
tion. The Palestinians are a major 
part of the conflict and must be a 
major part of any settlement," 
said Bassam Abu Sharif, Mr. 
Arafat’s political counselor. 

Mr. Abu Sharif noted, howev- 
er, that the organisation had not 
been asked to meet Mr. Baker 
during his scheduled three-hour 
visit Sunday to Tunis. 

Asked whether such a meeting 
would take place, Mr. Abu Sharif 
replied: “Let’s wait and see." 

Palestinians who met Mr. Bak- 
er in Jerusalem made it clear that 
foe PLO must decide whether a 
Palestinian delegation will par- 
ticipate in a peace conference, 
and who will comprise it. 

“I think the meeting was con- 
structive and frank, and our de- 
legation listened carefully," Mr. 
Abu Sharif said at the organisa- 
tion's headquarters in Tunis. 

The Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, the third 
largest PLO faction, said Mr. 
Baker should talk to the PLO 
while in Tunis. 

“We won't kneel before the 
Israeli conditions and its selection 
of foe Palestinian representation 
from among personalities instead 
of the PLO.” foe DFLP said. 

It called on other nations, such 
as France and the Soviet Union, 
to pressure the United States to 
accept their view that the PLO 
could select Arab Jerusalem 
Palestinians as its representa- 
tives. 

Mr. Baker scored his biggest 
gain on his Middle East trip 
Thursday when Israel agreed to 
take part in a peace conference 

(Continued on page 2) 


Draft law on political parties to draw heated House debate 


By P.V.Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament today be- 
gins debate on a draft law 
which, as and when approved 
by Parliament, will be another 
step forward in the democra- 
tisation process in Jordan by 
clearing foe way for the lega- 
lisation of political parties in 
foe Kingdom after a hiatus of 
24 years. 

The draft legislation, which 
was completed with philo- 
sophies and concepts drawn 
from the National Charter en- 
dorsed in June tins year, is 
described as tough and all- 
embracing by many political 
analysts. 

■ " Some of the key elements, 
including provisions for strict 
punishment of potential party 


activists found guilty of violat- 
ing the regulations as laid 
down in the legislation, are 
bound to be the source of 
heated debates and target of 
sharp attacks and rejection in 
the House. 

"The law is clearly designed 
to keep down the number of 
political parties and discourage 
the mushrooming of political 
groupings with no grass-roots 
support,” said an analyst 
closely familiar with the leg- 
islation. 

“Obviously Jordan does not 
want a situation like Sudan, 
where nearfy 50 political par- 
ties sprung up (is 1985) and 
made a mess of the democratic 
process there following the 
ouster of Jafaar Numciri,” said 
the analyst who preferred 
anonymity. 

Informed officials said ear- 


lier this year that as many as 40 
specific Jordanian groups were 
preparing to apply for legalisa- 
tion as soon as foe draft law is 
passed, after amendments as 
found fit by Parliament, and 
enacted with a Royal Decree. ' 

The draft legislation is in- 
tended to replace a law of 
1955, which was very loose in 
structure and interpretation 
and allowed freer reins to poli- 
tical groups than in some of 
the democratically advanced 
countries in that there were no 
provisions for any government 
monitoring and scrutiny of 
'their organisational and admi- 
nistrative structure and activi- 
ties. 

The 1955 law was suspended 
and all political parties banned 
in Jordan in 1957 following 
attempts to destabilise the 
country. 


The 28 -article draft that 
goes before the House today 
contains a series of measures 
clearly designed to keep a 
close government scrutiny 
over political groupings and 
their activities in foe Kingdom, 
but many of the provisions 
appear to have been designed 
with the view that the House 
would challenge them and trim 
or possibly eliminate them 
altogether. 

The draft law stipulates that 
any political party could be 
legalised if it has a minimum of 
50 “founding members” above 
the age of 25 and none of them 
convicted of “felony, immoral 
conduct or any other crime 
excluding crimes of a political 
nature." 

All the founding members 
should be Jordanian citizens 
for at least 10 years and should 


be permanent residents of the 
Kingdom and should not carry 
any other nationality or belong 
to any non-Jordanian political 
organisation. Ordinary mem- 
bers who join the party after 
its legalisation should be 29 
years or over. 

The draft bans members of 
the Armed Forces or any of 
the security or Civil Defence 
departments as well as judges 
from joining any political par- 
ty- 

No party should be affiliated 
with or identity itself with or 
operate out of public or pri- 
vate institutions, religious, 
educational, or charitable 
organisations. 

The law bans any party 
which imposes limitations on 
membership based on “reE- 
gion, sect, sex or a social posi- 
tion” and says that democratic 


bases should govern all — 
“organisational, financial and 
administrative” — aspects of 
the group's work. 

Every party should “re- 
nounce terrorism in all its 
meanings, words and deeds, 
and avoid religious, sectarian, 
racial, communal and intellec- 
tual terrorism.” and should 
resort to “free dialogue" as the 
basis for "democratic competi- 
tion.” 

Every party should also re- 
main committed to “the Jorda- 
nian Constitution and to de- 
fending and respecting the 
Constitution” and no group 
will be allowed to entertain 
any principle or objective 
which violates the Constitu- 
tion. 

Apart from sections related 
to procedures and timeframes 
of registering a political party 


with the Ministry of Interior 
and provisions to challenge 
ministry decisions in the High 
Court of Justice to a panel of 
five judges, the draft law says 
that all applications for license 
will be considered null and 
void if foe number of qualified 
founding members falls below 
50 at any time between the 
date of submission of applica- 
tion and foe date of approval. 

The Ministry of Interior is 
given 60 days from the date of 
application to approve or dis- 
approve the application and 
the party is considered legal as 
soon as the approval is pub- 
lished in the official gazette. 

Key provisions in the law 
include prohibitions on any 
party "receiving, directly or 
•indirectly, fends, instructions 

(Continued on page 5) 
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JN on-government 
agencies appeal 

for immediate end 
to Iraq sanctions 

The following is the text of a statement drafted by representatives 
of international non-governmental agencies in Iraq, including the 
American Friends Service Committee, Quaker Peace and Service 
and Mennonite Central Committee. 


ECONOMIC SANCTIONS 
against Iraq, now in force for a 
year, are denying the Iraqi people 
adequate food, medical care, 
dean water and electricity. The 
cumulative shortages have 
already produced widespread suf- 
fering and caused tens of 
thousands of unnecessary deaths, 
especially among infants and chil- 
dren. 

Unless sanctions are relaxed 
immediately, all but die weal- 
thiest and most powerful of Iraq's 
18 million people are certain to 
experience new epidemics of dis- 
ease, other fatal health problems, 
and increasingly severe malnutri- 
tion culminating in a major 
famine. 

Staff of non-governmental 
organisations involved in relief 
operations in Iraq have witnessed 
the consequences of sanctions at 
first hand. We have seen emaci- 
ated, dehydrated infants dying of 
malnutrition and diarrhoea] in- 
fections in pediatric wards. We 
have spoken to poor mothers who 
say they have nothing but sugar 
water to feed their babies, and to 
angry doctors who say that they 
are unable to treat their patients 
for lack of basic drugs. We know 
of recent cases where women in 
childbirth needing caesarian sec- 
tions and accident victims in need 
of emergency treatment have 
died in provincial hospitals for 
want of anesthesia to perform 
surgery. 

We have seen food prices rise 
beyond the ability of lower and 
middle class families to provide 
adequately for themselves. Even 
before a sharp increase last week 
a supply of infant formula cost as 
much as the average Iraqi earned 
in a month. A five-pound bag of 
flour costs the proportional 
equivalent of S80; a bag of sugar 
$113. A two-pound bag of rice 
was $60; a pound of ground beef 
$87. Eggs cost $53 a dozen. A 
pound of tea was $187. Last . week 
most of these prices increased 
suddenly by 300 to 400 per cent, 
so that a five-pound bag of sugar, 
for example, is now the equiva- 
lent of more than $400. It is not 
dear whether these new increases 
will be temporary or long-term. 
They may be a result of the 
current tension and fear of re- 
newed hostilities, or they may 
reflect the growing scarcity of 
food supplies. The impact of 
these food prices is cushioned 
somewhat by the government 
food ration programme, but these 
low-cost rations at present meet 
only a third of a family’s nutri- 
tional needs and ration port- 
ions are certain to be reduced as 
the food shortage worsens. 

Our contact with U.N. agen- 
cies confirms and broadens the 
picture drawn from our own ex- 
periences as non-governmental 
organisations. UNICEF and 
FAO have begun to issue warn- 
ings that a famine is pending in 
Iraq. Medicins Sans Frontiers re- 
ports that all types of drugs and 
medical supplies are desperately 
short supply in the country. Ox- 
fam water engineers describe the 
drinking water in parts of south- 
ern Iraq, where water purifica- 
tion remains sporadic and waste 
treatment non-existent, as heavi- 
ly polluted. The World Food 
Programme, before the last food 
price rise, calculated that an Iraqi 
family had to earn more than 
twice the national average in- 
come just to meet their basic 
nutritional needs. 
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All the evidence points to an 
imminent catastrophe. It is a 
catastrophe, moreover, that all of 
the international relief efforts 
presently underway or planned 
for the future will not be able to 
avert. The total value of food and 
medical supplies to be donated to 
Iraq by all international relief 
age odes in 1991 is approximately 
$200 million. This is only 5% to 
6% of the $3.5 to $4 billion worth 
of food and medicine that Iraq 
normally imports in a year. Even 
given an unprecedented increase 
in available funding in the future, 
U.N. agencies and non-gov- 
ernmental organisations could 
not expand their operations to 
meet needs of this magnitude. 
Donor resources are badly 
needed in countries like Sudan, 
Ethiopia and Bangladesh which 
cannot afford massive relief prog- 
rammes. Limited U.N. and non- 
governmental organisations’ re- 
sources should not be diverted to 
Iraq. 

The only way to avert a man- 
made humanitarian catastrophe 
in Iraq is to relax the sanctions 
regime immediately. The U.S.. 
Britain, France and other coun- 
tries holding Iraqi assets should 
unfreeze them now. The’ U.N. 
sanctions committee should per- 
mit Iraq to export its oil. Iraq 
must be able to use its financial 
resources to purchase food, medi- 
cines, and the essential goods 
needed to reconstruct its electric 
power and civilian communica- 
tions networks and to restart its 
paralysed economy. Monitoring 
by international agencies can in- 
sure that these funds are used to 
meet humanitarian needs. 

The report of the recent U.N. 
interagency mission to investigate 
humanitarian conditions in Iraq 
recommends the unfreezing of 
Iraqi assets and the resumption of 
ofl exports. Implementation of 
these recommendations is urgent- 
ly needed, and in fact long over- 
due. The first U.N. report on 
post-war conditions in Iraq 
warned over four months ago that 
the Iraqi people faced epidemics 
and famine if massive life-sup- 
porting needs were not rapidly 
met. While some needs, such as 
fuel and power have been partial- 
ly met, blockages and delays m 
other areas have cost tens of 
thousands of lives. Further delays 
will take a much higher toll. 

In addition to immediate im- 
plementation of the U.N. inter- 
agency mission recommendations 
we believe the following steps 
must be taken to insure the sur- 
vival and well-being of Iraq's 
civilian population: 

1). Medical supplies and food 
shipments must be delivered 
through the Iraqi government’s 
existing distribution systems. The 
Ministry of Health's central 
stores, for example, most receive 
medicines, supplies and equip- 
ment and distribute them to bos- * 
petals and health centres through- 
out the country. The Ministry of 
Trade must be allowed to receive 
food shipments and organise dis- 
tribution through its ration sys- ! 
terns. Use of existing distribution 
systems is the only way to ensure 1 
efficient delivery to those in ur- 1 
gent need. As the U.N. inter- 1 
agency report suggests, U.N. 1 
agencies can play an important 
role as monitors to ensure equit- ‘ 
able and appropriate distribution, ] 
but they caunot devise and oper- ' 
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Drop in temperatures . and rise in 
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calm. 
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Jordan Valley 25/38 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 



FAO reports Iraq facing massive 


An Iraqi mother and her 


ate distribution systems for a 
country of 18 million. 

2) . Iraq’s economy must be 
restarted. This is essential to res- 
tore agricultural and industrial 
production to meet basic civilian 
needs and to reduce present mas- 
sive unemployment so that most 
Iraqis may again become self- 
supporting. Urban employment is 
currently estimated at 70%. The 
majority of Iraq's factories re- 
main dosed and their workers 
idle. This situation has last now 
for 6 months. It cannot be 
allowed to continue without 
violating the basic economic and 
sodal rights of the Iraqi people. 

3) . The dvilian population 
should not be further harassed by 
the threat of resumed hostilities. 
It is totally unacceptable for 18 


King receives Arafat message 
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provided that the PLO play no 
role. 

The insistence by the Palesti- 
nians who met with Mr. Baker 
that the PLO name the delega- 
tion could prove a stumbling 
block, but the organisation said 
they accurately represented its 
stance. 

“These individuals, with a 
mandate from the PLO, drew 
Mr. Baker’s attention to the dan- 
ger of unconditional American 
support for Israel, which is setting 
conditions intended to abort the 
peace process," the Palestinian 
news agency WAFA said, quot- 
ing a PLO spokesman. 

The spokesman, according to 
WAFA, said the Palestinians who 
met Mr. Baker “transmitted the 
PLO's positive response to the 
convocation of a peace confer- 
ence. the success of which de- 
pends on the implementation of 
the PLO's legitimacy in repre- 
senting the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people." 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a mem- 
ber of the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee, said decisions are made in 
tandem with Jordan. 

“Coordination with Jordan is a 
bilateral matter ... there is no 
problem between us and the 
Jordanians on this matter," Mr. 
Abd Rabbo said. 

"The disagreement on repre- 
sentatives is not with Jordan, but 
with the United States," he said. 
He said the Palestinians wanted 
the right to choose their dele- 
gates, whether from inside the 
occupied territories or outside. 

Commenting on the meeting 
between Mr. Baker and Palesti- 
nian leaders in Jerusalem Friday, 
Mr. Abed Rabbo said the Palesti- 
nians were looking for specific 


guarantees. 

“There are no dear American 
answers regarding this matter, 
while the United States has given 
Israel guarantees against our in- 
terests and the Palestinian repre- 
sentation," Mr. Abed Rabbo 
said. 

The WAFA news agency 
quoted an offitial source as 
saying that for the peace process 
to succeed, the PLO requires five 
basic principles to be considered. 

It said that the purpose of the 
peace conference should be the 
implementation of Resolutions 
242 and 338 that call for ending 
the occupation and Israeli with- 
drawal from ail Arab lands occu- 
pied in 1967, including Arab 
Jerusalem. 

The others included the recog- 
nising the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people, that it be 
allowed to choose its own repre- 
sentatives, that Jerusalem be in- 
cluded in the talks and that all 
settlements be stopped as soon as j 
the peace talks started. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said Friday there 
might be no Middle East peace 
conference unless Israel shows 
"less rigidity’’ towards participa- 
tion by the Palestinians from 
Arab Jerusalem. 

Mr. Musa, who is en route to 
the Islamic foreign ministers con- 
ference in Istanbul, met Friday in 
Rome with Italian Premier Giulio 
Andreotti for talks on the Middle 
East. 

Pio Masrrobuom. the spokes- 
man for Mr. Andreotti, said that 
during the talks Mr. Musa reiter- 
ated the veiw of Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak that Israel 
also must discuss the Golan 
Heights and stop the policy of 
opening Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
The Gulf war and a poor 
harvest have left Iraq's 
population, particularly its 
children, faced with the 
threat of massive starvation if 
food shipments are not re- 
ceived soon, a United Na- 
tions agency says. 

The Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) said 
Iraq needs $2.64 billion over 
the next year to purchase 
food to meet its minimum 
requirements and another 
$500 million to rebuild the 
agricultural sector. 

The $500 million would go 
to purchase fertilisers, pesti- 
cides, animal feed, machin- 
ery and repair irrigation and 
drainage systems damaged in 
the war. 

“What is urgently needed 
now are immediate steps to 
enable Iraq to finance the 
purchase of the basic food 
imports to avoid needless 
deaths,” said Eduard 
Saouma, FAO's director- 


general, in issuing the report 
whose release came on the 
one-year anniversary of 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait. 

“The situation is particu- 
larly alp rawing for the chil- 
dren, pregnant women and 
nursing mothers/’ 
Inflation is also adding to 
the crisis, FAO said, by driv- 
ing op the prices for staples. 
Compared to last year, the 
price of wheat flour has 
jumped 48 times, while prices 
for rice have risen 22 times; 
vegetable oil, 20 times; sugar, 
21 times; and powdered milk, 
19 times. 

Average incomes, howev- 
er, have shown only moder- 
ate gains, and the country of 
18.7 million is facing growing 
unemployment, FAO said. 

Based op an on-the-spot 
assessment of Iraq’s needs 
between late June and mid- 
July, the Rome-based FAO 
found the food supply de- 
teriorating rapidly^ 

The report, released in 


Rome and Washington, said 
the poor harvest “will further 
increase the country’s depend- 
ence on imports, which even in 
good years has meant that 
approximately 70 per cent of 
its food needs must be im- 
ported.” 

FAO said the government 
rationing system can only 
provide about one-third of 
the typical family’s food 
needs, and that the situation 
was particularly alarming for 
meeting the nutritional needs 
of children, pregnant and 
nursing women, and house- 
holds headed by widows. - 

“Several independent stu- 
dies and direct observation 
by the mission confirmed the 
high prevalence of malnutri- 
tion among children,” FAO 
said. “There are numerous, 
reliable reports of families 
resorting to sales of personal 
and household items to meet 
their Immediate needs.* 

While the U.N. Security 
Council’s embargo against 


Iraq ■. allows .. the ' country "to ‘ : - 
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14,000 Iranian civilians reported kiUed m war 


million lives to be held hostage to 
political and military interests. 
This week the Iraqi people, 
already exhausted by war, inter- 
nal unrest and economic siege, 
are once again facing panic and 
steep inflation; those who can 
afford it are fleeing for safety as 
the prospect of new hostilities 
draws near. In this climate of fear 
and despair, it is impossible to 
attend to vital tasks of relief and 
recovery. 

The unjustified economic, nut- 
ritional, medical and psychologic- 
al suffering of the Iraqi people 
must be stopped. The time to 
make a decisive change of course 
is now. International decisions 
made in July 1991 wiU determine 
the future survival and well-being 
of the Iraqi people. 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Ab- 
out 14,000 Iranian civilians were 
killed and 57,000 wounded during 
the eight-year Iran-Iraq war and 
more than 130,000 Iranian homes 
were destroyed, according to Ira- 
nian government figures given to 
a U.N. survey mission that re- 
cently visited the country. 

Its report, handed to Security 
Council members this week, 
marked the first stage in assessing 
the damage suffered by Iran in 
the conflict, halted by a 1988 
ceasefire, and the status of recon- 
struction efforts. 

Another U.N. mission is ex- 
pected to visit Iran to conduct a 
more detailed study. 

“The war has had a direct and 
tragic impact on the civilian 
population," the report said. 

"According to government 
estimates, 14,000 civilians were 
killled and 57,000 wounded, of 
whom 37,000 are permanently 


disabled- In addition the author- 
ities have to cope with the care 
and resettlement of nearly 1.25 
million persons displaced by the 
war.” 

The Iranian authorities esti- 
mated direct damage to the eco- 
nomic sectors at 31 trillion rials 
($440 billion) and indirect dam- 
age at 35 trillion rials ($500 bil- 
lion). 

The mission, beaded by former 
U.N. Under-Secretary-General 
Abdul Rahim Abby Farah, found 
that damage to Iran's infrastruc- 
ture would require several years 
of repair or reconstruction, “and 
in consequence restoration of ser- 
vices and production to the level 
that prevailed at the outbreak of 
the war could be seriously de- 
layed." 

While an impressive amount of 
repair and reconstruction work 
had already been earned out in 




the transport sector, much of it 
was done under war conditions 
and with improvised parts. 

“The consequence of this is 
that a great deal of the repairs 
carried out to date are ’band-aid' 
solutions with limited life.” . 

The mission said the oil indus- 
try, the lifeline of the national 
economy, “suffered massive des- 
truction,” with the Abadan oil 
refinery, among the world's 
largest, virtually destroyed. ■ . 
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U.N. envoy optimistic about Ethiopia’s futiittO 


LONDON ( R) — Ethiopia has its 
best chance in decades to recover 
from war and drought, a United 
Nations aid official for the coun- 
try said Friday. 

“For the first time, probably 
for 30 years, Ethiopia was a 
chance. Most of us in the de- 
velopment field have a quiet 
sense of optimism about the 
country's prospects for the first 
time," Paul Ignaiieflf, United Na- 


UNICEFs main brief is the 
welfare of women and children 
and the reconstruction of health, 
basic education and sanitation 


UNICEF is appeaim£fqr$42.7 
million for its 1991 projects in 
Ethiopia, instead of the $17.8 
million it had originally planned 


facilities. It is involved in the ■ ^ or ' n ■^^ nuar y> Ignatieff said 
distribution of food aid through-- “in 1992 wYe going to nee- 
out Ethiopia. hundreds of millions, but I’n 


“The authorities in Eritrea and 
Ethiopia are being very consis- 
tent and pragmatic. There is a 
sense of reaching out to the peo- 
ple in both parts of the country. 


lions Children's Fund (UNICEF) * “ d particularly on the Ethiopian 
representative in Addis Ababa, ^ r ' Ignatieff said, 

said in an interview in London. diat there are in- 

the conflict in Ethiopia had made credible problems that confront 
his organisation's work easier, ^ country. It is not going to be 
but access to areas long kept out easy, but at least for the first time 
of bounds created new chal- i* l°°ks like something can hap- 
lenges. pen.” 


“In 1992 we*re going to need 
hundreds of millions, but I'm 
veiy concerned that we are not 
going to get that,” he said. 

“We have had the problems of 
Eastern Europe, the Kurds. For 
governments, this is halfway 
through their financial year. Peo- 
ple are also thinking more about 
their holidays than starving chil- 
dren in Ethiopia." 

. Ethiopia was racked by war, 
drought and 14 years of dis- 
astrous marxist policies under ex- 


President Mengisru Jteili 
Mariam. ’•'! Vv- - 

. In May this year, CotongfKtefl 
■ gistu was forted to flee as troop 
of- the Ettudpiim Pcopfe^ yRe 
volutionary Democratic- Eitti 
(EPRDF), an alliance of grieriitt 
groups, advanced on Addis Aha 
.ba after taking control of tncsto 
the country. 

The EPRDF formed ah . aftm 
nistration in the . capital -witi 
EPRDF leader Meles Zenawi a 
president. He Eritrean Peoples 
Liberation Front (EPtF^tod 
control of Erittea 'after -waging i 
30-year independence campaigi 
in the northern province! x '- : . 


Carter denies allegation he vowed to 4 f... the Jews' 


WASHINGTON (R) — A new 
book on U.S. -Israeli relations 
says that Jimmy Carter was so 
angry with Israel by the end of his 
presidency that he vowed to “F 
... the Jews" if he were reelected. 

Mr. Carter, who failed to win a 
second term in office, denied the 
charge, the former president said 
Friday through a spokeswoman, 
Cary Harmon, that the quote 
attributed to him was “totally 
untrue.” 

According to the book, 
“Dangerous Liaison — the Inside 
Story of the U.S.-rsraeli Covert 
Relationship," Mr. Carter made 
the remark after discovering that 
then Israeli Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin and New York 
Mayor Ed Koch had discussed 
how best to undermine the Carter 
bid for reelection in 1980. 

“If I get back in, Tm going to f 
... the Jews," the book quotes 
Mr. Carter as telling a meeting 


with political advisors in the 
spring of 1980. 

According to the authors, 
Andrew and Leslie Cockbum, 
who are also documentary film- 
makers, the U.S. National Secur- 
ity Agency intercepted several 
telephone conversations between 
Mr. Koch and Mr. Begin s office 
in occupied Jerusalem. 

“The Israeli prime minister was 
advising the American mayor on 
the best means of defeating the 
president of the United States,” 
the book says. “Given this intelli- 
gence, it was hardly surprising 
that Carter bitterly vowed re- 
venge.” 

The book says Israeli leaders 
perceived Mr. Carter, who held 
office from 1977 to 1980, as un- 
friendly towards the Jewish state 
because he was pressing for 
Israeli concessions cm the Palesti- 
nian issue and called for a 


“Palestinian homeland.” 

According to the authors, 
Israeli enmity towards Mr. Carter 
was not even assuaged by his 
brokering the 1978 Camp David 
agreement on peace between 
Israel and Egypt, The accord won 
him a permanent place in Middle 
East history. 

According to the book, the 
Israelis were kept informed of 
Carter's policy-making delibera- 
tions by highly placed Jewish 
Americans with inside know- 


)ok says. “Given this inteli- ted S e ’ including former Secretary 
, it was hardlv airorisina State Henry Kissineer. 
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man 32. Aqaba 40. Humidity readings: 
Amman 42 par cent, Aqaba 27 per 
cenL 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 
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KBUfc 
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KhaBfeh pharmacy *. 965417 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661 1 II 

Civil Defence Immediate 
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Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896340 

Pnbttc Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price CompiaitHs 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Corapfarints 78711! 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas CaSs 010230 

Central Amman T e l ep ho ne 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

RatSo Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 660100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 8I56J5 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Iml. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akileh Maternity. J. Ann.... 642441/2 

-I abal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital — 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahh. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Af-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafich ...._ 77511 1/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Owen AKa Hospital 60224050 

Anul Hospital 6741SS 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09W83323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 
Rm Sina Hospital (09)986732 

(KBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 


Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272274 
Ibn/UNafessHospttal (02)247300 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)31411! 

FOfi THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

7*u information s supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information depart- 
mcot ut the Queen AUa International 
Airport TcL (08)532004. where it ■ 
should always be verified. 


of State Henry Kissinger. 

The central theme of the book, 
published by Harper Coffins, is 
that the “symbiotic relationship” 
between the United States and 
Israel has been underpinned by a 
secret 1951 arrangement under 
which brad placed its intelli- 
gence services at the service of 
the Central Intelligence Agency. 

12*2 RomefRJ) ' 

J**® Paris, Geneva (RJ) 

Frankfurt. Vienna 6u) 

London, Brnsseb (RJ) 

.... New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other nights (Terminal 2) 

g===«8si:- 

DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 

(Terminal 1) 


That link, the authors; aighe; 
withstood shifts in official U;S. 
foreign policy under admingja- 
tioris which differed 7 . wth the 
Israelis, such as tbosc~of Dwigjil 
Eisenhower and Mr. Qntef. ; 

The book says that tbe adroal 
of the Bush -administration 
brought new strains ^, XLS-'. 
Israeli relations and that, 

unlike many of his predecessors, 
Secretary of State lamai Baker 
began in office with- a co&.atti- 
tude towards Israel. V 

After Mr.' Baker becanw 
secretary of state- tfe bbbT iajSj 
he was. asked by a friend wfceffiec 
he had noticed that “eyeiy Ktir- 
nistration leaves office fraying 
conceived an intense dssffifce of... 
the Israelis. ” : i - . 

The book says; -“Bakeriansiiied 
and replied - < wfrat"'dd ydu ; 3o 
about someone who. odaxs intD 
office feeling that way?*” ‘ _i 

' “ - 7 ' 
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MuS Jeddah (RJ) 
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Mfc* 8 - Cairo (RJ) 

•fc* Istanbul (RJ) 
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His Boys! Highness Crown Prince Rassao Saturday confers with a South Korean parliamentary delega- 
tion (Petra photo) 

Jordan, S. Korea discuss ties 

AMMAN (Petra) -r His Majesty Jordanian relations and extended ance of bolstering ties 
King Hussein received at tbe an invitation to the Crown Prince friendship between the two | 
Royal Coart Saturday the visiting to pay a visit to South Korea. pies, 

six-member South Korean partia- The delegation also conferred M ^ . hi 

mentarian delegation led by Don- of .he Ujjr 

Sf ", L ^- , H^ofParUamcnt. Dr. Abdul Ahmad A1 Lawzi and with Hi 

At the meeting, die Jordanian- Lar.fArub.yut. . mcmbcIS to discuss Kor , 

Mr Lee told Dr. Arabivat lhat Jordanian parliamenlary and 

nomic cooperation. 

lament's Foreign Affairs Com- M ^ Kngftom in alt fields M jJ- . Lawzi P™fd Kor 
■““?* . especially in bolstering its nation- stand vis-a-vis the Palestine q 

The Korean delegation was re- ^ economv ® lion and its suppon for 

ceived later by His Royal High- . . „ ... Palestinian people’s rights in tl 

ness Crown Prince Hassan with The meeting, in Dr. Arabiyat s homeland, 
whom they discussed Middle Bast office, in the presence of several 

issues ^ current efforts to find a Parliament members, comes on Mr. Lee thanked Jordan foi 
pea ce f ul settlement to the Arab- the third day of die delegation's support of Korea's bid to beet 
Israeli conflict. visit to Jordan. full member of the United 

Prince Hassan spoke about Jor- Dr. Arabiyat discussed with tions and extended an invitai 

dan's democratic ex p e ri men t. the Korean parliamentarians to Mr. Law 2 i to visit South Ko 
Mr. Lee stressed tbe need for cooperation with Jordan in va- at the head of a Jordanian { 
maintaining strong Korean- nous fields, stressing the import- liamentary delegation. 


ance of bolstering ties of 
friendship between the two peo- 
ples. 

Mr. Lee and his delegation also 
met with Speaker of the Senate 
Ahmad Al Lawzi and with House 
members to discuss Korean- 
Jordanian parliamenlary and eco- 
nomic cooperation. 

Mr. Lawzi praised Korea's 
stand vis-a-vis the Palestine ques- 
tion and its suppon for the 
Palestinian people's rights in their 
homeland. 

Mr. Lee thanked Jordan for its 
support of Korea's bid to become 
full member of the United Na- 
tions and extended an invitation 
to Mr. Lawzi to visit South Korea 
at the head of a Jordanian par- 
liamentary delegation. 


Australia ready to open 
doors to Arab students 


By Nor Sad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — In a move that 
arms at' encouraging students 
to pursue higher education and 
work legally in Australia, the 
representative for the Austra- 
lian Business College for the 
Middle East and . the Gulf 
C^uptri^ was currcqtJy in Jor- 
dan r afting to concerned spe- 
■ ciaHstsaboot the prospects of 
studying, there. • ■ 

AsChanderkam Jolly pointed 
out* “there are many incen- 
tives tor students to study in 
Australia." They include the 
fact that Australia is an adv- 
anced country with a minimum 
percentage of crime. There are 
no cases of drugs, according to 
him. and students can work 
there legally (on their student 
visas) 20 hours a week and 
unlimited hours during vaca- 
tions. ' 

The Ministry of Higher 
Education, according to Mr. 
Jolly, asked for derailed in- 
formation such as the cost of 
-living for students and the 
country's background. 


Although the move appears 
to be encouraging for those 
who want to immigrate. Mr. 
JoBy insists that “ihis is not 
aimed at making it easy for 
them.” The students must go 
back to their countries after 
they graduate. 

According to reports, the 
college has a 90 per cent suc- 
cess rate in placing graduates. 

, Australia’s shift, to intert- 
wine different cultures, is a 
new process which began in 
1985. The country now has a 
mixture of Indians, Pakistanis. 
Sri Lankans, Philippines and 
Koreans. “There are very few 
from the Arab community." 
Mr. Jolly said. But. “we would 
like to see more Arabs in Au- 
stralia’' because it helps to 
strengthen attitude towards 
studies and work. 

Before arriving in Jordan, 
Mr. Jolly was in Dubai and 
Aim Dhabi, briefing tbe public 
about Australia. 

Like other developed coun- 
tries, Australia experienced a 
recession in recent years, but 
the economy is gening on its 


feet again, according to re- 
ports. Part-time jobs for stu- 
dents are not affected. Income 
from these jobs does not ex- 
ceed the taxable level, so stu- 
dents are exempt from taxes, 
the chairman of the business 
college had said in Abu Dhabi. 

Furthermore, Australia has 
a low cost of living. Sudents 
axe only required to pay 60 to 
SO per cent of the educational 
costs in Australia. 

“What happens now.” said 
Mr. Jolly, “is that I go back 
and report to the chairman, 
and based on my report we will 
visit Jordan again, in the near 
future, to hold a seminar on 
education in Australia and cer- 
tain facets of life.” 

Though Mr. Jolly did not 
meet many students here, 
from the few that he did meet 
“they seem to be very in- 
terested.” He said: “I think 
they can cope well. They are 
hardworking and want to 
learn.” But for most, they 
“would have to enroll in a 
preparatory English course be- 
fore anything,” Mr. Jolly 
added. 


ACC report shows increase 
in agricultural investments 


AMMAN ■ (Petra) — Tbe Agri- 
cultural Credit Corporation 
(ACC) has just released a report 
about its operation showing that 
investments in irrigated and rain- 
fed regions in Jordan and re- 
clamation of land have sharply 
increased between 1986 and 1990. 

: 'Giving loans to farmers and 
land developers over the past five 
years has increased to JD 7.5 
million, up from JD 4.7 million in 
1986, according to the report. 

The loans financed tbe porch- 
_ase of.requireraents for crop pro- . 
ductfon and agricultural develop- 
ment, in different forms, during 
the past five years, the report 
said. - 

Zt said that the loam had fi- 
nanced such projects as reclaim- 
ing, land,, planting fruit trees, un- 
hang surface and underground 
water resources, setting up live- 
stock and poultry farms, purchas- 
ing agricultural requirements, 
fike fertilisers and seeds, and 
building irrigation canals. 

: -The past five years saw an 
increase in the number of people 
. drarefog attention towards form- 


ing. New borrowers from ACC 
funds accounted for 71 per cent of 
the total number of farmers 
obtaining loans for development 
projects, tbe report said. 

It said that projects worth no 
more than JD 1,000 accounted 
for 78 per cent of the total loans 
given to tbe formers in tbe past 
year. 

The report noted that payment 
erf debts by farmers was going on 
well, with the fanners last year 
settling JD 6.2 million of their 
debts, compared to JD 5.3 mil- 
lion in 1989. Such a trend, h said, 
re Sects the increased attention 
given by the ACC to collecting its 
dues from borrowers in various 
governorates. 

According to tbe report, the 
ACCs total assets by the end of 
1990 amounted to JD 36.6 mil- 
lion, compared to JD 33.8 million 
by the end of 2989. 

It said that this was a real 
achievement, reflecting the gov- 
ernment's determination to give 
more attention to the ACCs acti- 
vities which are of benefit to all 
farmers in the Kingdom. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


ThefoBowing listings are c ompiied from monthly bulletins and 
Sfee'daBy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
fine and place with fie concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITION 

☆ Tfrrfcttittfem at paintings and ceramics by Iraqi Artists Ibrxhnn 
RwdiM mnA Maha Abdul Karim at AB» Art GrBbty Insurance 
bttfldfag, 1st CWe. 


Meeting 

tackles 

solid 

waste 

management 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates 
born 12 Arab and foreign coun- 
tries in the Mediterranean region 
gather at the Ambassador Hotel 
Sunday for a five-day meeting to 
tackle issues related to solid 
waste management. 

Tbe meeting is organised by 
the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) in coopera- 
tion with the Regional Bureau of 
Arab States at the World Bank 
and the World Health Organisa- 
tion (WHO). 

Tbe participants will discuss 
several working papers and listen 
to experiments by the participat- 
ing nations cm dealing with solid 
waste. They will share views ab- 
out tbe best means of dealing 
with or disposing of solid waste. 

Apart from the Arab states in 
the Eastern Mediterranean re- 
gion, the meeting is attended by 
delegates from Cyprus, Pakistan 
and Iran, according to the 
WHO’s regional Centre for En- 
vironmental Health Activities 
(CEHA) office in Amman. 

Tbe office said that the meet- 
ing, which will be opened by 
Health Minister Mamdouh Al 
Abbadi, will discuss the Jorda- 
nian experiment in dealing with 
the disposing of solid waste. 

The Jordanian experiment will 
be presented by experts working 
for tbe public sector. 


Investment in the economic sector bound 
to promote national development — minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan is 
pursuing a programme of invest- 
ments in the economic field, 
especially in industrial production 
projects, and is currently working 
towards expanding the existing 
major industrial schemes, those 
related to phosphate, potash, fer- 
tilisers and cement. Minister of 
Trade, Inudstry and Supply Ali 
Abu! Ragheb said Saturday. 

“Small-size projects are also 
tools for development because 
they have the quality of moving 
fast and are capable of under- 
going changes that suit ihe chang- 
ing needs of the society.” the 
minister noted in an address to 
the opening session of a sympo- 
sium on investments in small in- 
dustrial projects and their role in 
promoting the national economy. 

Jordan, he said, is currently 
facing a host of economic chal- 
lenges, including a deficit in the 
balance of payment, a large 
volume of debts, a deficit in the 
fiscal budget, social problems like 
unemployment and pockets of 
poverty. All these, he said, re- 
quire due study and constructive 
discussions so that a package of 
practical proposals can be put 
forth to contribute most positive- 
ly towards solving problems that 
impede the country’s progress. 

The minister told the sympo- 


sium. which was organised by the 
Jordanian Engineers Association 
(JEA), in cooperation with the 

Industrial Development Bank 
(1DB), that Jordan was in need of 
creative initiatives and serious 
work by individuals and groups to 
initiate small industries capable 
of offering employment to peo- 
ple. 

“Expansion in the current ma- 
jor industries depends on the 
locally produced raw materials on 
the one hand and the infrastruc- 
ture on the other, together with 
the existence of world markets 
buying Jordan's products,” the 
minister said. 

He said that Jordan could by 
no means continue to set the basis 
for major industries in the future 
if the country lacked financial 
means for them. 

“The country is also facing the 
problem of covering the cost of 
purchasing foreign products and 
the question of soaring energy 
costs as well as competition on 
foreign markets." the minister 
added. 

He said that investment in 
small industries has now become 
an urgent national need. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb also stressed 
the need for a transformation in 
the way of thinking of unvirsity 
and community college graduates 



Ati Abul Ragheb 
seeking jobs. They, he said, 
should opt for investment oppor- 
tunities. invest their own skills to 
support themsleves and offer ser- 
vices to others. 

The minister expressed the 
view that the achievement of such 
qualitative improvement requires 
the presence of a pioneering 
group of young men willing to 
embark on this experiment and 
provide parctical evidence that 
such orientation can give impetus 
to national economic develop- 
ment and can yield a positive 
change in various commercial, 
industrial and agricultural fields. 

The Ministry of Industry and 


Trade, the minister added, would 
adopt an open door policy, wel- 
coming new ideas and proposals 
for investments and providing 
support for the youth and inves- 
tors to help them achieve success 
in their various endeavours. 

JEA President Ismail Brewish 
told the opening session that in- 
dustry was one of the most impor- 
tant pillars of the national eco- 
nomy because through industry 
the nation can provide protection 
to the country's security and food 
needs in times of foreign threats 
and monopoly. 

Mr. Brewish underlined the 
importance of small industries 
which, he said, can be operated 
by a few number of technicians 
and for which soft loans can be 
secured. 

Small industries, he added, can 
be set up in any location outside 
major cities, thus curtailing the 
movement of people From rural 
to urban regions. 

Small industries, Mr. Brewish 
added, form the basis for major 
industries and can create job 
opportunities for a large number 
of people, thus contributing to- 
wards curtailing the volume of 
unemployment. 

The country is now in dire need 
of investments in industry to re- 
duce its dependence on other 


nations and to lay the ground for 
a major national industry, cap- 
able of compering with other 
countries in the foreign markets 
and earning the country badly 
needed foreign currency. 

According to Tayseer 

Wahbeh, who represented the 
Industrial Development Bank at 
the opening session. in- 

dustry accounts for 18 per cent of 
the gross national product in Jor- 
dan and employs 11.5 per cent of 
the total workforce in the coun- 
try’s non-governmental sectors. 

Chairman of a committee who 
prepared for the three-day semi- 
nar Amjad Haddad said that par- 
ticipants would review working 
papers on tbe role of the Indust- 
rial Development Bank in financ- 
ing development schemes and 
small industries, the role of con- 
sultancy services in developing 
small industries and other perti- 
nent topics. 

He said that the participant* 
would also discuss the role of the 
General Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) financing in- 
dustrial plans and creating nev 
jobs for the Unemployed- 

Ministry of Industry and 
Trade senior officials were pre- 
sent at the opening of the semi- 
nar. 


Weeks turn into months, months into... 
as repatriates struggle to survive 


By P.V. Viv efcanan d 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — It would only be a 
matter of weeks before return- 
ing, reasoned Ismail Abdul 
Fatah when he crammed his 
wife and seven children into his 
tiny station-wagon and drove 
out of Kuwait to Iraq and then 
Jordan in mid-January amidst 
the roar of warplanes and 
bombing in the emirate. 

Now weeks have turned to 
months, and Mr. Abdul Fatah 
has given up all hope of return- 
ing to Kuwait, his home for 
over 30 years. Instead, he has 
taken up a JD 70-a-month job 
in a small plastic factory out- 
side Amman and is fighting an 
endless uphill battle to make 
ends meet. 

“There was not enough 
room in the car for any bag- 
gage,” recalls Nameh. mother 
of Mr. Abdul Fatah's three 
boys and four girls. “All we 
could bring was some blankets 
to protect ourselves from the 
cold in the way to Jordan.” 
Gathering six of her children 
around her in the indescript 
living-cum-bedroom of her 
two-room shack at Marj Al 
Hamraam, Nameh had 
trouble controlling tears as she 
recounted how she and her 
family had a comfortable life in 
Kuwait. 

“We did not bave thousands 
of dinars in the bank, but we 
had a decent life." she said. 
“And we were content with 
that." 

Now, with Mr. Abdul 
Fatah's take-home-salary of 
JD 70, Nameh says, it is “im- 
possible to feed ourselves after 
paying the rent of JD 30 plus 
water and electricity charges." 

“There is never enough 
bread on the table, ler alone 
chicken or meat.” she said. 
“Sure we have our car, but it 
has been standing here for the 
past month since we don’t have 
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The famfly of Ismail Abdul Fatah, gathered In 
their sparsely furnished tiving-cum -bedroom, has 


a bleak future to look forward to (Photo by Yousef 
Al 'Allan) 


enough to pay for gas to go 
out.” 

"Do you know how it feels 
like to be a mother and say ’no' 
to her children who are asking 
for something better than len- 
tils and bread every day of the 
week, every week of the 
month?" 

The only “luxury” in 
Nameh's shack is a small col- 
our television set perched on a 
make-shift table squeezed into 
the midst of worn-out mattres- 
ses which double as chairs. 

“It is not something we 
could afford, but we bought it 
second-hand — and that too in 
instalments — since life would 
be bell for all of us without a 
television to divert the chil- 
dren's attention," said Nameh, 
whose youngest children are 
three and two years old. 

“This is all I can offer you," 
she added apologetically as she 


served minted tea a few mi- 
nutes later. Did the tea come 
at the expense of her children's 
afternoon drink? One would 
never know, but to have said 
no to her hospitality would 
have definitely hurt the proud 
woman. 

Perhaps the Abdul Fatah 
family is lucky, when consider- 
ing that tens of thousands of 
returnees from Kuwait like 
him do not have even a 70- 
dinar-a-month job. 

“We estimate that around 10 
per cent of alt returnees from 
Kuwait 3re well off, with very 
good savings and bank de- 
posits," said Mohammad 
Ayyash Mulhem. head of a 
Jordanian committee which 
offers help to returning ex- 
patriates. 

“About 55 per cent are man- 
aging without having to wait 
for hand-outs in the short- 
term, but they wil soon join the 


rest — 35 per cent — who are 
the worst off,” Mr. Mulhem 
said. “None of them had any 
savings — since they were sup- 
porting families in Jordan or in 
the West Bank with their li- 
mited salaries in Kuwait — and 
had to leave Kuwait with no- 
thing to their name.” 

Mr. Abdul Fatah is a typical 
example of this category. Bom 
in a village near Hebron in the 
West Bank, he was taken to 
Kuwait by his family in 1962 
when he was three years old. 
He grew up there, went to 
school and secured a job at a 
research centre in Kuwait City. 

Mr. Abdul Fatah married 
Nameh when he was 19 and 
settled down. But he had to 
look after his mother who was 
living in Amman and also sup- 
pon close family members in 
his native village. 

“We did not have any se- 


rious difficulties to manage 
ourselves and send our chil- 
dren to school as well as send 
some money to Amman and 
Hebron every month," Nameh 
recalled. “Of course there was 
nothing left to deposit in the 
bank, but we were never wor- 
ried about that." 

“Now I dread to imagine a 
situation when any of my chil- 
dren falls sick," she said. 
“How are we going to pay the 
doctor?" 

In theory, the Abdul Fatah 
family is Jordanian, the father 
being a holder of Jordanian 
passport even before 1967. But 
be has little roots in Jordan, or 
in the West Bank except for 
some relatives in Hebron. 

Even if he did have any roots 
in Hebron, he cannot go back 
there since the Israeli occupa- 
tion authorities do not permit 
it. 

“Of course if there is peace 
tomorrow with the Israelis, we 
can go back.” said 
Nameh. “But in the meantime, 
we are here, suffering the con- 
sequences of something we 
never did,” she added. 

“We don’t want to blame 
anyone or get into politics, but 
can you deny that the Palesti- 
nians paid the highest price for 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait ?" 

A tricky question indeed. 
Answers could be many, but 
nothing that would really satis- 
fy 1 Nameh. who is more wor- 
ried over her children, how to 
clothe and feed them today 
rather than thinking of peace 
conferences and Palestinian 
representation. 

Nameh dreads the day when 
schools reopen after vacation. 
"We don’t know how we can 
buy books and uniforms." she 
said. And. as her children’s 
faces fell, she turned around 
and soothed rhem: "Don’t 
worry, we will find some way 
to get you books when you go 
to school.” 


Jordan to host 1992 
Arab scouting camp 


Tourism expected to boom 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
host in the summer of 1992 a 
pan- Arab scouting camp, and will 
organise various activities for the 
participants from various Arab 
countries, according to Minister 
of Youth Saleb Ersheidat. 

Hie minister said that the 
scouts participating in the third 
pan-Arab scouting camp would 
listen to lectures, take part in 
various scouting activities, tour 
the countryside and Jordanian 
projects, archaeological sites and 
economic and scientific institu- 
tions and meet with Jordanian 
officials. 

“In implementation of the new 
government's policy, as outlined 
to Parliament, the Ministry of 
Youth will embark on a new 
policy concerning the youth, 
helping young men and women 
direct their potentials and skills 
towards serving fie nation," the 
minister said in a statement to the 
.Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

He said fiat the Ministry of 
Youth is now putting the finishing 
touches to a project by which a 
national fund wiU be established 
to finance sports and youth activi- 
ties. The fund will draw contribu- 


tions from the private and public 
sectors, the minister explained. 

Dr. Ersheidat said that the 
coming months would witness the 
implementation of two projects 
linked to the contribution of 
young men and women towards 
protecting the environment from 
pollution and carrying out volun- 
tary services that would be most 
beneficial to the country. 

“The ministry is working out a 
comprehensive plan to stimulate 
the role of the Jordanian youth in 
the planting of trees, not only 
during Arbor Day celebrations, 
but throughout the year," the 
minister said. The project is to be 
carried out in cooperation with 
the ministries of agriculture, 
education, municipal and rural 
affairs and other organisations, 
be added. 

The second project, said, will 
be the sports project for all 
citizens. The ministry, be said, 
will make available various sports 
equipment for citizens and youth 
dubs in different parts of fie 
country in districts, public gar- 
dens and dubs so that all citizens 
can practice their favourite 
sports. 


AMMAN (J.T. | — Jordan's tour- 
ism industry which was severely 
hit by the Gulf crisis is now 
picking up again and the country 
is expected to witness a revival in 
tourist activities in the coming ' 
state, according to Social Security 
Corporation (SSC) Director 
Mohammad Saqqaf. 

"The expected increase in tour- 
ism activities requires prepara- 
tions and more facilities to absorb 
the increasing number of tourists 
and this can be done through 
cooperation between the public 
and the private sectors,” said Mr. 

Saqqaf at fie inauguration of' 
architectural exhibition at the 
Professional Association Com- 
plex. 

The exhibition displays plans 
entered into an architectural 
competition for the design of a 
new hotel in Aqaba. 

The expected three-star 350- 
bed hotel will be carried out in 
two stages, said Mr. Saqqaf. He 
said the project would be carried 
out by the SSC as part of its 
investment projects in the King- 
dom. 


In the first stage. ISO rooms 
will be built together with a great 
number of chalets around the 
hotel, Mr. Saqqaf explained. 

He said that the second stage 
would begin once the studies and 
design have been completed. 

Mr. Saqqaf. who estimated the 
project to cost JD 10 million, said 
that the new hotel would be build 
alongside the old Aqaba Hotel. 

"The new hotel will be in line 
wifi the SSCs current program- 
me of expanding the country's 
tourist facilities to absorb greater 
numbers of tourists from Jordan 
and abroad," said Mr. Saqqaf. 

The SSC, he added, is deter- 
mined to contribute most posi- 
tively and actively to the develop- 
ment of the tourism industry in 
the country and enable Jordan to 
earn more hard curency in the 
process. 

Jordan, which enjoys a central 
geographical location, abounds 
with historical and religious sites 
and remains of ancient civilisa- 
tion which attract tourists from 
around fie world, Mr. Saqqaf 


said. He said wifi projects like 
hotels new jobs would be created 
for fie Jordanian citizens and 
doors would open for the tourism 
industry. 

In a statement earlier this week 
Mr. Saqqaf said that the SSC 
expected to collect JD 26 million 
in revenues in 1991 from its JD 
400 million investments in various 
economic and developmental 
projects in Jordan. 

The SSC's investments are in 
industry, agriculture, housing, 
banks and tourism, which ensure 
profits that could be reinvested in 
other projects, said Mr. Saqqaf. 

Mr. Saqqaf told the ceremony 
Wednesday that the SSC. which 
operates several tourist facilities, 
bad carried out development 
plans on its resthouses located at 
the Dead Sea, Debbin. Zay, and 
Al Azraq tourist sites. He said 
fiat the SSC had also enlarged its 
hotel and resfiouse in the ancient 
aty of Petra to make way for 
more expected numbers of visi- 
tors from Jordan. Arab and fore- 
ign -countries. 
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Real peace 
needs real men 

JORDANIANS were very pleased to hear U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev issuing a joint statement at the end of the 
Moscow summit Wednesday reaffirming their commit- 
ment to a “just and enduring” peace in the Middle 
East region. Jordanians in particular and Arabs in 
general have always sought a just peace. Because the 
Arabs, drawing from the U.N. Charter, Security 
Council resolutions and the American-Soviet commit- 
ment, believe that Israel had occupied Arab lands in a 
war that it launched and therefore should withdraw its 
forces to were they stood on June 4, 1967. Nonetheless, 
and because of their commitment to the cause of peace, 
the Arabs are not placing conditions on that particular 
mam issue. So when Arabs bear the two superpowers 
talk of a just peace they can only feel satisfaction and 
hope the promise w3Q be fulfilled. And, more than 
that, if peace would be durable and lasting then the 
Arabs and the Israelis would divert their energies and 
resources to peaceful means instead of engaging in 
futile wars every now and then. 

The people of this region are fed up with wars, 
tragedies, displacement and misery brought by succes- 
sive wars. It is time that the people of the region 
dropped their arms and picked up their spades to 
create a tranquil Middle East in which all live in peace 
and prosperity. Jerusalem, at the heart of the rivalry 
between Arabs and Israelis, could, if real peace is 
sought, become the symbol for people’s coexistence 
and be turned into a real “city of peace” catering for 
tiie divine needs of Jews, Christians and Muslims and 
the national aspirations of Israelis and Palestinians. 

A just and durable peace is not mi illusion given the 
miseries that wars had brought on people. Real peace 
requires real men, men brave enough to conquer with 
their brains not with their arms. 



ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

JORDANIAN dailies Saturday tackled the Middle East question 
in the light of U.S. Secretary of State James Baker’s tour and talks 
with Jordanian, Palestinian and Israeli leaders. lbs Majesty King 
Hussein has reiterated Jordan's positive stand and offered an 
umbrella for a Jordanian-Palestinian delegation in the coming 
peace conference in conformity with the pan-Arab position which 
demands the implementation of U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions 242 and 338, said A1 Ra’i Arabic daily. In contrast, Israel’s 
government continued to place obstacles to peace by putting 
conditions on the Palestinian participation, coupled with state- 
ments that the settlement programme in the occupied Arab 
territories will continue, said the paper. In addition, Israeli 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon has said that the peace process 
would lead to nothing except to the preparation for a new round 
of Arab-Israeli conflict, the paper noted. It said that such 
statements and such intransigent position can only prompt the 
Arabs to question the true intentions of the Israeli government 
with regard to the so-called peace process. The paper said that 
peace is something which the Israelis do not understand but is 
being used as a ploy by the Israeli leaders to continue to blackmail 
the Americans and the Arabs alike. Therefore, it must be frankly 
said that the establishment of peace requires a foil Israeli 
commitment to withrawal from Arab lands and recognition of the 
rights of the Palestinians including their right to choose their own 
representatives at the coming conference, and Israel must realise 
that withdrawal and respect of international legitimacy are not 
subject to negotiations and manoeuvres but a must, if a lasting 
peace is to be established. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily Saturday stressed the importance 
of the Palestinian presence in any peace conference that without 
tiie Palestinians there can be no settlement. Tareq Masarweh said 
that Israel’s precondition of approving the members of tiie 
Palestinian delegation can only mean that this government 
considers the Palestinians as slaves living in the occupied 
territories and subject to any kind of treatment by the Israelis who 
coaid choose to evict them from their homeland at any moment. 
The writer said there can be no peace without them the 
Palestinians and If any negotiations are to take place without the 
result would be another Camp David treaty. What is required 
from the Palestinians now is not to give any further concessions, 
the writer continued. He said that the Israelis want peace with the 
Syrians but not with the Jordanians and the Palestinians and, 
therefore, the Palestinians should not give in to any Arab pressure 
□or pressure from the Soviet Union which is now selling Lenin it is 
quite feasible for them to sell out the Palestinians. The Palesti- 
nians should not take the advice from the Europeans because in 
reality they are Americans but should adhere to their own rights 
and legitimate property, the writer said. He said that a conditional 
“yes” from Israel should not force the Palestinians to say yes in 
the foil sense of the word, he said that the Palestinians can say no 
to anything short of helping to fulfil their national aspirations. 
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Water mismanagement breeds crisis 


JORDAN is living under acute conditions of water shortage. 
Water crisis is no more a future worry alone, it is a present state 
of affairs. We have shortages of water in the Jordan Valley. The 
lands of that fertile land mil not be utilised this year because of 
the lack of minimum irrigation water. Drinking water is not 
sufficiently available for civil use. Households in Amman receive 
water for 36 boors a week, and water does not always reach high 
spots. For industrial purposes, water represents the bottle neck; 
no new industries can be established if they intensively use water. 

Under these tough conditions of scarcity of water for agricultural, civilian, 
and industrial purposes, we should have taken all the feasible 
measures and introduced all posable incentives to conserve 
water, and put our limited water resources at the best uses 
without unnecessary waste. 

So far what should be done in this regard is not being 
considered. The water policy runs on the opposite direction. The 
government is selling water for irrigation at one third of the actual 
current cost of its production and distribution. It is selling water to 
households and industry at half the actual cost. The results of this 
irrational policy are waste and misuse of the valuable and scarce 
commodity. Another tangible result is the accumulation of deficit 
in the books of the Wafer Authority, bom by the Treasury, which 
is reflected in higher direct and indirect taxes. 

I cannot determine, out of hand, whether this distortion is 


cause** by excessive cost of production and distribution beyond 
the accepted economic standards, resulting from mismanagement 
a nd inefficiency on behalf of tiie water administratio n, or is 
caused by selling water at an artificially low prices as a form of 
subsidy to keep consumers happy, and appease tiie agricultural 
lobby, at the expense of wasting our resources. What I am sure of 
is that this distortion arid disparity between cost and price should 
be eliminated by either lowering the cost or raising the prices or 
by a combination of both measures. 

The Water Authority finds itself in the comfortable position of 
having at its disposal all the running and ground water of the 
country free of charge. It is exempted from all taxes and levies. It 
is not understood why then should the authority foil to sell water 
at a price that can cover its operational cost in producing and 
distributing the water. Is it that the cost is excessive and must be 
reduced or is it that the prices are too low and must be raised? Is 
there something wrong or is it a typical example for the failure of 
the public sector in providing services at economical cost? 

I venture the assume that all the above assumptions are true. 
The budget of the authority is self-explanatory. It heavily depends 
on governmental subsidies and incurs huge deficit left to the 
Ministry of Finance to cover. A total of JD 66 million of principal 
and interest accumulated and were paid on behalf of die Water 


way «ha. 

recovered tathe future. They will only grow. 

The annual deficit of the Water Authority twa g-gM ML 
covered bv loam which everyone knows they war •}, 
te repaid. The only result of roe bonojingynjte 
mvetninent guarantee is higher interest burden, ^ pm tpone- 
moment of truth. Until when can W? affonffljroth., 
this dangerous game go on? If we 

oroduction, distribution, and consumption of tins vfcfljtem in a 
propermanner, how can we hope to put OOT^ouse-uvoide^aBd 


adjust our unbalances and achieve efficiency. ... 

The Water Authority has so far 
Quantity of water, it failed to reduce its cost » 
feJSl, it failed to pay its debts, it failed to collect its 
users, it failed to price its product in order to recover 
prevent waste. 

Will the new government look into the matter, or should we,. 
tai«» it that distortion and irrationality are a way of bfi^ wach we 
have to resign ourselves to accept until the 
reached and correction is imposed upon us by the foga? « cnas 
management or IMF harsh prodding? 
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Syria — a Gulf war winner but worried by U.S. 



By Rawhi Abeidoh 
Reuter 

DAMASCUS — Syria fought on 
the winning side in the war over 
Kuwait but can hardly feel at 
home in the Middle East power 
structure that resulted. 

It still faces a bruising political 
struggle with Israel in a climate 
more dominated than ever by 
Israel's main ally, the United 
States. 

Some officials say in private 
they fear the new “American 
age” will allow Washington, the 
sole remaining superpower, to 
dictate terms for a settlement 
between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours. 

“Saddam Hussein is to blame 
for the Gulf war. But Iraq's de- 
feat is a defeat to the whole Arab 
order,” says a Syrian source dose 
to the government's thinking 

“Victory in the region went to 
America, and consequently to 
Israel,” he said, adding that 
Israel, in its uncompromising 
stance, was acting as if it had won 
the war. 

“For the Arabs. America is the 
foe and the judge at the same 
time,” he said. 

Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad showed he had no illusions 
about the reality of Washington's 
commitment to Israel when he 
spoke of an American “passion” 
for Israel in an interview last 
week with the Washington Post 
and Newsweek magazine. 

“We shall not compete with 
them (the Israelis) about ques- 
tions of passion. It is difficult to 
put passion in a logical way,” he 
said according to die text of his 
remarks released in Damascus. 

Political sources and diplomats 
say Mr. Assad had no alternative 
when he said “yes" on July 14 to 
U.S. President George Bush's 


proposal for direct talks with 
Israel. 

“Considering Syria's history of 
relations with the West, it could 
easily have been held responsible 
for killing what many say is the 
last change for peace in the Mid- 
dle East,” a Western diplomat 
said. 

“There is no other option, nor 
because Syria does not want 
peace, but because the balance of 
power has changed. The Soviet 
Union is no longer helping us,” a 
Syrian political analyst said. 

“In fact, the Kremlin is 
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marketing to ns the U.S. views.” 

Syria’s most direct gain from 
sending 15,000 soldiers and 300 
tanks to the U.S.-led alliance 
against Iraq was Western acquie- 
sence to its policies in Lebanon. 

Its troops, allowed a free hand, 
quickly ended a long stand-off 
with an Iraqi-backed Christian 
general, clearing the way for a 
post-civil war renaissance of cen- 
tral administration backed by 
Damascus. 

But while Mr. Assad praised 
the U.S. administration for an 
“experience and enlightenment 
(that) is good for the region and 
good for the world,” disappoint- 
ments followed. 

In the first flush victory of 
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and other 
Gulf Arab states seemed willing 
to pay costs of a joint Egyptian- 
Syrian force to protect them 
against Iraq. 

The plan, which would have 
given Damascus a more promin- 
ent voice in Arab council, has 
since fizzled out. - 

The Syrian source said Damas- 
cus was “disappointed with the 


nature and the volume of aid 
given by Gulf Arab countries” 
after its wartime support. 

“They are only financing a few 
projects here and there. There is 
no cash,” be said, denying re- 
ports that Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait gave Syria £2-4 billion to 
buy weapons. 

“America will never allow 
them to do that.” the source said. 

Among other issues, Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
insists he will not withdraw from 
the Golan Heights occupied from 
Syria. Washington, speaking of a 
land-for-peace formula, refuses 
to recognise Israel's annexation 
of the heights but has not said it 
would help Syria regain them. 

Many Syrian officials and 
ordinary people felt that Mr. 
Assad has shrewdly put Mr. Sha- 
mir in a corner by agreeing to Mr. 
Bash’s land-for-peace proposals. 

Few however believe Washing- 
ton will use its political, military 
and economic leverage to press 
Israel into ceding Arab lands 
occupied in 1967. 

Syria is now struggling to coor- 
dinate its policies both with 
Egypt, a Gulf war ally, and with 
Jordan and the PLO. 

“With the divisions in the Arab 
World, it is so easy to deal with 
each one of us separately. We 
need to coordinate our views to 
bolster the Arabs’ negotiating 
power,” the source said. 

He said it was highly unlikely 
that Syria would agree to a West- 
ern proposal, backed by Egypt 
and the Gulf Arabs, to suspend 
the Arab League's boycott of, 
Israel in return for a freeze on 
Jewish settlements in the occu- 
pied territories. 

. Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion officials said Damascus told a 
PLO delegation last week that it 











would not take part in the prop- 
osed peace conference unless 
‘Palestinians were invited. 

“Syria has left the issue of 
representation open to various 
interpretations, but they insisted 
that they will not go for a sepa- 
rate deal as Egypt did in Camp 


David,” said Omar Qteish, a 
spokesman for the Damascus- 
based Popular Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine said. 

That position was reaffirmed in . 
Mr. Assad's interview with the. 
Washington Post and Newsweek.: 
“Without land, there will never 


• be peace,” be said in the inter- 
view that was timed ro coinckfe 
with the^summit meeting between 
"Mr. .Bush: and Soviet President 
. Mikhail Gorbachev. 

. ' “If Israel is not going to quit 
-the occupied lands, why should 
we want peace?” 


What did Glaspie tell the president? 


By Sidney Blumenthal 

"THAT'S history," is among 
President George Bush's 
favourite phrases, and be always 
means it dismissively. His fre- 
quent desire for the disappear- 
ance of the past is a self- 
protective political instinct. 
What's past is not prologue, espe- 
cially if it's disquieting; it's 
irrelevant, or classified. 

So it is with the Gulf war. Yet 
even as Mr. Bush considers 
whether to bomb Iraq again, his- 
tory is refuting to stay buried. 
Secret cables sent to the State 
Department by the former U.S. 
ambassador to Iraq, April Glas- 
pie, have revealed disturbing de- 
tails about the origins of the war. 

A week before President Sad- 
dam Hussein plunged into 
Kuwait last July 25, Glaspie was 
summoned to his Baghdad palace 
for an extraordinary meeting. 
Never before had any ambassa- 
dor been called for a private 
audience with the president. 
What transpired remained secret 
until a month after the invasion, 
as President Saddam sought to 
justify himself. 

One way was by releasing a 
transcript of his meeting with Ms. 
Glaspie. In it the U.S. ambassa- 
dor was delivering not a stem 
warning but warm sympathy. 
“We have no opinion on the 
Arab- Arab conflicts, like your 
border disagreement with 
Kuwait,” she was quoted as 
saying. President Saddam had 
read her diplomatic language as 
expressing U.S. indifference to 
his war plans. 

Ms. Glaspie soon became the' 
scapegoat for the whole history of 
the U.S. administration’s 
appeasement of Iraq. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker adroitly 
distanced himself from his sub- 
ordinate, keeping silent on 
whether President Saddam's ver- 
sion was a misrepresentation. 
“What you want me to do is say 
that those instructions were sent 


specifically by me on my specific 
order,” he said. "There are prob- 
ably 312,000 or so cables that go 
out under my name.” Then the 
din of war overwhelmed the con- 
troversy. 

State Department officials 
whispered to reporters that Ms. 
Glaspie's performance with Presi- 
dent Saddam had been dis- 
astrous, but still the cable was 
withheld; and so was Ms. Glaspie 
herself. Some Foreign Service 
officers, shut off from the circle 
around Mr. Baker, believed she 
was being crucified for following 
orders. 

On March 20, with the war 
over by a month. Ms. Glaspie 
suddenly appeared in public. For 
some time the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee had been 
requesting her to explain what 
had really happened. Her cables 
were demanded, but the State 
Department stalled their release, 
and the committee decided to 
hold an informal hearing, before 
receiving the written evidence: a 
procedure easily exploited. The 
ambassador’s moment of truth, 
or untruth, could not have been 
more ideally staged. 

Ms. April Glaspie, in her own 
way, was a pioneer. She was the 
first female Arabist to receive an 
ambassadorial appointment. Her 
elevation was a statement about 
the status of women in that re- 
gion; it was also a statement 
about her exceedingly stubborn 
ambition. 

Her break had come in a lowly 
position at the embassy in Cairo, 
she bad proved herself invaluable 
to then Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger, at the height of 
bis splendour, by discovering an 
Egyptian laundry that would in- 
stantly wash and iron his shirts. 
Her promotions were steady as 
she proved her expertise in other 
areas- In 1985 as a senior official 
in the embassy in Damascus, 
Secretary of State George Shultz 
described her as “a genuine 
heroine,” after she bad convinced 


the Syrians to help to free Amer- 
icans held hostage in a hijacked 
TWA plane. 

Ms. Glaspie, a single woman 
who brought her mother with her 
wherever she was stationed in the 
Middle East, was married to her 
subject and assignment. She 
appeared before the Senate com- 
mittee without make-up or jewel- 
lery; her long grey hair was pulled 
back, her dress absolutely plain. 
Her puritan austerity suggested 
virtue. 

Now she intended to restore 
the lustre of her besmirched hon- 
our. The transcript released by 
the Iraqis, she said, had mostly 
been fabricated. Time and again, 
she bad directly warned President 
Saddam. “I told him orally that 
we would defend our vital in- 
terests; we would support our 
friends in the Gulf; we would 
defend their sovereignty and in- 
tegrity,” she insisted. President 
Saddam had been stunned by her 
firmness; “Flummoxed. It had 
just occurred to him that we 
really might fight." 

The committee which had been 
prepared to bumble her turned 
ail polite. But Senator Joe Biden 
wondered if the mysterious cable 
she had sent matched her current 
tone. It did, she said, but then 
imperiously remarked that releas- 
ing the cable would be an awful 
breach of diplomatic confidential- 
ity. With that, she left the Senate 
hearing room, seemingly vindi- 
cated. 

But the administration was still 
uneasy. Though a minor State 
Department spokesman trotted 
out to support Ms. Glaspie's de- 
scription of the Iraqi transcript as 
inaccurate, a senior administra- 
tion official told Thomas Fried- 
man of the New York Times that 
it was “not all false." The distanc- 
ing from Ms. Galspie had not 
stopped. 

On July 11 the long-awaited 
cable arrived at the committee, 
and it did not square with her 
testimony. The committee asked 


Mr. Baker for an explanation. 
Within 48 hours the discrepancy 
was widely reported. Ms. Glaspie 
was once again summoned to 
testify. 

Now the administration, 
through its National Security 
Adviser Brent Scow croft, sug- 
gested that the differences were 
more apparent than real;- that 
what she had neglected to write in 
the cable was precisely what she 
told the committee. Her error 
was of omission; the truth lay in 
the gap she had gladly filled in. 

In fact the cable suggests that 
Ms. Glaspie wilfully misled the 
Senate, and that the administra- 
tion, for its own reasons, let her 
brazen distortions stand. 

The cable's title reads like a 
stilted Hallmark greeting card: 
“President Saddam's message of 
friendship to President Bush.” 
President Saddam's manner, Ms. 
Glaspie wrote, “was cordial, 
reasonable, and even warm;” he 
“chose his words with care...”; he 
complained that “Iraq is sick of 
war, but Kuwait has ignored di- 
plomacy"; there were “some cir- 
cles in the USG (U.S. govern- 
ment), including in the CIA and 
the State Department but empha- 
tically excluding the president 
and Secretary Baker, who are not 
friendly towards Iraq-U.S. rela- 
tions”; Iraq had “tried to be 
friends.” and had even served 
U.S. interests in the Iran-Iraq 
war. 

Ms. Glaspie told President 
Saddam “that the president had 
instructed her to broaden and 
deepen our relations with Iraq.” 
She conflated Mr. Bush’s notions 
of political power and U.S.-Iraqi 
.relations with President Sad- 
dam’s: President Saddam had re- 
ferred to "some circles’’ anti- 
pathetic to that aim. (Such circles 
certainly existed, bat while the 
U.S. administration is instructed 
by the president, he does not 
control the U.S. press; if he did, 
criticism of the administration 
would not exist). 


President Saddam interrupted 
to say he understood that. The 
ambassador said she had seen the 
Diane Sawyer show (an interview 
with President Saddam) and 
thought it was cheap and unfair: 
(Ms. Glaspie's easy contempt for 
a free press was the diplomatic 
currency, paid to the president. 
On this point, at least, she had 
achieved, as she indicated, 
mutual understanding). 

Then comes her toughest state- 
ment, as she reports it in the 
cable: “Is it not reasonable for us 
to ask, in the spirit of friendship, 
not. confrontation, the simple 
question: what are your inten- 
tions?" His reply, according to 
the cable, was to plead that 
Kuwait must comprehend Iraq's 
suffering. “The financial situation 
is such that the pensions for 
widows and orphans will have to 
be cut.” At this point, the inter- 
preter and one of the note-takers 
broke down and wept. After a 
pause. President Saddam said: 
“Believe me, I have tried every- 
thing.” 

The president then dramatical- 
ly left the room to take a call from 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, who was attempting to 
mediate in the dispute. When he 
returned he told Ms. Glaspie that 
he would give . Mr. Mubarak's 
effort a chance. “Good news ” 
she reported herself as saying in 
the cable. 

President Saddam’s perform- 
ance impressed Ms. Glaspie with 
its authenticity. “His response, in 
effect that he had tried various 
diplomatic secret channels before 
resorting to unadulterated in- 
timidation, has at least the virtue 
of frankness. His emphasis that 
he wants a peaceful settlement is 
surely sincere (Iraqis are sick of 
war), but the terms sound diffi- 
cult to achieve.” 

At no time did Ms. Glaspie 
deny the legitimacy of President 
Saddam’s claims. Her. task was to 
preserve the cozy relationship 
while dampening the strains of 
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> - W POcomiBbeaidatxms from any - 

and 

nuuid^ to {he 

Mimstiy^of Interior of de- 
" - tails rtJatedth'tbe parry indies 
..’fowling members « well as 
■..' . financial sources.and spendin g 
^c®f wrt)/the application: 

The drafrtew provides the right 
.to e^‘ legalised party io publish 
one periodical. “to express its . 
principles and views subject to 

- tbs press and publications law." 
'■- The draft few kR6w& every par- 
ty to -receive- donations and gifts 
fromtocaj Jordanian sources as 

' long as the contribution from a 
ska^t source does not exceed JD 
5*000- annually, „.'• 

No parry will be allowed to 
invest its funds for purposes of 
•‘achieving any financial return or 
. serving the personal interests of 
any of its member (§)." 

Funds ■ -of the peaty will be 
considered public money and ev- 
ery party wfll be bound- to submit - 
its budget and spending for the 
..year to .the Mimstrjrof Interior in 
the first three months of every 
year. The leadership and others 
who are involved in ihe utilisation 
of the funds would be held liable 
for any ‘‘ifiegftiinate use of the 
’ money /* 

'While every party will be 
allowed to operate under the 
principles, objectives ami ideolo- 
gy it has adopted, the Law says, no 
-use of any government institution 
Or department or educational or 
religious organisations will be per- 
mitted to propagate- political acti- 
vities . 

The law exempts the main pre- 
mises of any party from paying 
any taxes or other government 
fees and says that the records, 
including party decisions, budget 
and spending details, should be 
available at the site. 

No member of the security 
forces or- any other law- 
enforcement agency will be 
allowed to search the party pre- 
mises' except incases of it “being 
the site of an actual crime.’' 
Exceptions cook! be made only 
' with the personal presence or 
written consent ofthe prosecutor- 
general. . 

- - Punitive measures against the 


debate 


parly or its members for violating 
' the provisions in the draft law 
'"include 15 years of imprisonment 
and/or JD 5,000 to JD 20,000 
: fine. Violators cited under this 
' provision include “contacts with 
any non-Jordanian side, directly 
or indirectly, with the aim of 
harming the Kingdom's security, 
or cause political, economic or 
financial harm to the Kingdom; 
providing any non-Jordanian 
side, directly or indirectly, with 
any documents or classified in- 
formation related to military 
political and economic affairs of 
the Kingdom or helping any non- 
Jordanian side to obtain such 
information; undermining the 
. morale of citizens with the aim of 
undermining the system or creat- 
ing chaos and disturbing the in- 
ternal and external security of the 
state; receiving funds, directly or 
indirectly, from any non- 
Jordanian source on personal 
account or on account of the 
party." 

Anyone convicted of violating 
the provisions of the law on poli- 
tical parties by being involved in 
activities of forming a party or 
reforming a parry without a 
license could also face punish- 
ment of the same magnitude and 
nmgje. 

Violators of the regulations 
where punishment is not specified 
can face one month to three years 
. in prison and/or JD 1,000 to JD 

5.000 in fines. 

The draft law empowers the 
Council of Ministers to order the 
cancellation of the license of any 
political party and the dissolution 
of its assets if it deviates from its 
stated objectives and principles in 
its activities or receives money 
from or let itself be guided by an 
external source, or its leadership 
is sentenced by a court of law for 
crimes of creating public disorder 
or undermining the internal and 
external security of the country. 

In addition, if the total mem- 
bership of the party falls below 

1.000 after three years of estab- 
lishment, tbe Council of Minis- 
ters can order its dissolution. 

The party can challenge the 
dissolution decision in a court of 
law and the Cabinet order will be 
frozen until the court’s verdict. 


Kuwait sinks back into fantasyland 


Baker seeks Maghreb help 


(Coaftmd from page 1) 

Tbe three North African, gov- 
ernments are dose to the PLO 
and Mr. Baker believes they can 
be influential with the organisa- 
tion. ■ * 

The United States broke off a 
-dialogue with the PLO in June 
1990 after Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat refused to condemn an abor- 
tive raid on an Israeli beach by a 
PLO guerrilla group. 

-Washington has insisted it will 
not resume the dialogue until the 
PLO, .disciplines the. man re- 
sponsible for the raid. 

The progress towards a peace 
conference has not changed that 
condition, senior U-5. officials 
said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister David 
Levy, exuding satisfaction during 
an interview on Israel TV's Ara- 
bic news.’ said there .was now 
complete - understanding between 
Israel and the United States. 

"I don’t see any problems that 
are not settled... the issue is to 
put it in writing,” Mr. Levy said. 

Mr. Baker has promised to 
provide written assurances to all 
parries likely to attend a confer- 
ence. a U-S.. official told repor- 
ters. 

Mr: Levy "said U.S. officials 
were expected in Israel m a few 
days to work on a memorandum 
of understanding. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
gave Mr.. Baker Israel's ■■yes" on 
Thursday on condition the repre- 
sentatives of the Palestinians m 
the Israeli-occupied lands were 
acceptable to Israel. 

In Washington* President Bush 
said; “I welcome Prime Minister 
Shamir's statement that he sup- 
ports our proposal." He added. 
"1 call upon Israel and the 
Palestinians to dear away the 
remaining obstacles and seize this 
roily historic, opportunity,” 

- Mr. Bush said the United 
States continues to support U.N. 
resolutions that call upon Israel 
to return territory occupied from 
tbe. Arabs. But he declined to 
disaiss- any possible outcome of 
the proposed peace conference, 
citings die delicate diplomatic 
negotiations Mr. Baker is under- 
taking." • 

' “This is not the time to go into 
cqafearious issues, representa- 
tional: issues." Mr. Bush said. 

The Soviet Foreign Ministry 
-said Friday- it understood Israel's 
agreement to a peace conference 
wasTmcotKffa’ona] . 

from what we can see, 
has agreed to a peace, conference 
as was proposed by the Soviet 
Union .and the United States ... 
that - .; is- we are -talking about a 
conference without any prelimin- 
ary ; conditions,**' TASS news 
agency.<pjoied a ministry spokes- 
man as saying. - 


The Soviet spokesman praised 
the stand taken by the Palesti- 
nians, including the PLO. 

“Our contacts with them, spe- 
cifically letters sent recently by 
the PLO leadership to President 
Gorbachev and Foreign Minister 
(Alexander) Bessmertnykh, show 
that the Palestinians are taking a 
flexible and serious stand," he 
said. 

The PLO apparently '"realises 
the importance of taking advan- 
tage of this opportunity for mov- 
ing the negotiating process for- 
ward." he said. 

Syria said Saturday Israel's par- 
ticipation in a peace conference 
was useless unless it was tied to 
U.N. resolutions calling for its 
withdrawal from occupied Arab 
lands. 

“Israel’s participation in peace 
talks has no value if it is not tied 
to carrying out international re- 
solutions... peace is impossible 
without (Israeli) withdrawal 
(from the occupied territories)." 
the government daily Al Tishreen 
said. 

“A comprehensive settlement 
requires the participation of all 
the involved parties.. .and it is 
natural the Palestinians should be 
qualified to choose their own 
representatives." 


By Arthur Kent 

KUWAIT — - In the afterglow of 
the Gulf war. the word “libera- 
tion” was on every Kuwaiti's lips. 
No longer. Now, many people 
complain of inertia, aimlessness 
and recrimination. 

One year after Iraqi forces 
stormed the emirate and five 
months after U.S. -led forces 
banished them and put the Al 
Sabah family back on the throne, 
Kuwaitis — from private citizen 
to crown prince — are proving as 
unequal to (he challenges of 
peace as they were at waging war. 

“The Kuwaitis now have to 
face the defects they have in their 
society." says Amer Tameemi, a 
Kuwaiti economist and invest- 
ment analyst. “Overcoming those 
defects needs some new thinking 
on ihc part of the people and the 
government. So far. nubody is 
really trying to change old 
habits." 

A prominent Kuwait City 
banker. Abdul Aziz Sultan, says 
it is not surprising his countrymen 
feel little incentive to contribute 
to society, since decision-making 
remains the domain of the Al 
Sabah family. 

“We are really suffering from a 
crisis of leadership,’' Mr. Sultan 
says. "They fihe Al Sabah*) are 
not willing to delegate power, 
and they are not willing to step 
down and let more competent 
people manage the affairs of the 
state." 

Kuu-attS fledgling opposition 
movement is rallying around this 
issue and gaining strength. That 
businessmen such as Mr. 
Tameemi and Mr. Sultan speak 
openly against the royal family 
illustrates heightened public dis- 
satisfaction. Word that Kuwait 
will borrow $33 billion to finance 
reconstruction has raised the poli- 
tical stakes; since free elections 
have been delayed until October 
1992. Crown Prince Saad Abdul- 


lah Al Sabah, the effective head 
of government, will have total 
control of spending for at least 
another year. 

“The people think there arc 
many issues that should be tack- 
led right now," says Mr. 
Tameemi. “and tackled by real 
representatives of the people who 
are elected freely." 

In post-war Kuwait, this talk is 
not just political gamesmanship. 
People here, say Western diplo- 
mats. are in a confused, lethargic 
state similar to traumatic stress 
disorder. They need a new kind 
of leadership to rouse them to 
rebuild and to reshape their soci- 
ety. 

"The Al Sabahs." says a West 
European diplomat, "could just 
about manage to regulate a gov- 
ernment machine that was up and 
running. They certainly don't 
have the energy to jumpsrari a 
stalled society." 

From ordinary household to 
the emir's palace, signs of lost 
momentum are everywhere. 
While the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers supervises a predomi- 
nantly Asian workforce to restore 
the parliament building, many 
damaged private buildings and 
homes have not been touched in 
the five months since the Iraqi 
army fled north. 

Abdul Aziz Al Bader came 
home from his journalism course 
in the U.S. to help his family's 
paint-supply business cope with 
the expected rush of customers 
eager to fix their homes. But few 
Kuwaitis have ventured into his 
shop. The reason; an acute shor- 
tage of cheap foreign labour. 

“As long as there’s easy cash 
flow in Kuwait." sighs Mr. 
Bader, “people will wait for 
others to do the work for them." 

But merchants report vigorous 
spending on other consumer 
goods. Luxury cars are back, and 
Kuwait City's spectacular Sultan 


Centre supermarket has regained 
its frantic, fanrasyland atmos- 
phere of easy money chasing fine 
wares. 

Mr. Tameemi says that until 
Kuwaitis face realities such as 
taxes, free-market pricing and an 
end to government subsidies and 
cash grants, they will have no 
reason to work harder or contri- 
bute to their society. 

“Affluence weakened the 
Kuwaiti will," he says, “and 
made us complacent, and depen- 
dent on others to do all the work. 
Wc thought it was cheaper to 
import labour to work on our 
behalf. The problem now is that 
people think they can have it easy 
again." 

But that does not go for all 
residents of Kuwait. For Palesti- 
nians or Iraqis, anything that was 
easy about life in the emirate has 
gone, quite likely forever. 

Abdul Razzaq is an 
accountant who left his native 
Iraq, because he opposed Iraq's 
Ba'ath Party. Though publicly 
critical of the Iraqi leader even 
before the invasion, Mr. Razzaq. 
his wife and four children (all 
bom in Kuwait) have been ostra- 
cised by neighbours and relatives. 

“We were amazed after the 
liberation,’' he says, "to find 
there were people who say: 'we 
cannot draw a line between the 
Iraqi authorities and people of 
Iraqi nationality."' 

Mr. Razzaq has received thre- 
atening phone calls, his children 
have been expelled from school, 
and his wife, Widad, is frequently 
ill from the strain of public ridi- 
cule. 

"I prefer to speak English now 
on the street." says his daughter 
Yousra. aged 20. "People can tell 
by my Arabic dialect that I'm 
Iraqi, and gening into discussions 
exposes me to trouble.” 

Her father sighs. "I cannot 
avoid feeling remorse because my 
children are paying for the crimes 


of a dictator. Tney ore paying for 
the crimes that were incurred on 
this society and they are looking 
to me for help which I cannot 
provide.” 

The same anguish haunts the 
Palestinians, now only 120.000 — 
down from 3 pre-war community 
of 380.000. Ismael Shammout, a 
celebrated artist, resisted the 

occupation and shared electricity 
and water with his Kuwaiti neigh- 
bours. but both he and his 

brother were beaten by Kuwaiti 
soldiers after the war ended. "We 
suffered under the Iraqis, and to 
be frank, the suffering has con- 
tinued after the liberation." 

Mr. Shammout led a group of 
Palestinians in two meetings with 
Crown Prince Sai d, and re- 
minded him that "less than one 
per cent” of Palestinians in 
Kuwait collaborated with Iraqi 
forces. They won some easing of 
official disen minanon, he says, 
but individual Kuwaitis continue 
to discriminate. 

The experience of the Safi 
family bears that out. About half 
the extended family has left for 
Amman, and Nufouz Safi, who 
wa.<i fired without explanation 
from her job in a bank, will soon 
follow- with her two children and 
three younger sisters. 

Nadia, one or the girls, says: "I 
have memories everywhere here, 
in every scene and in every build- 
ing. I have all my friends, ail my 
life here, but stii! I don't feel 
sorry to leave after we have seen 
all that happened to our family 
and friends." 

Her sister Reem says she has 
been a prisoner m the family's 
modest flat, atraid to venture 
outside where Kuwaitis verbally 
abuse her for "standing with Sad- 
dam.” We rejected the Iraqi inva- 
sion of this country." says 
Nufouz. "and yet we are treated 
as criminals." 

Officially . the family's problem 
does not exist. Both the emir and 
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Women in Kuwait City hurt for relatives among tbe pktnres of 
Kuwaitis released for Iraq 


the crown prince have said only 
collaborators will be punished. 
Dr. Mohammad Al Rumaihi. 
who edits the government-funded 
Sawr Al Kuwait newspaper, says 
the memory of the occupation is 
still fresh, and Kuw-aiiis have 
some justification for their suspi- 
cion of Palestinians. 

Although it is nearly 50 years 
since the World War II ended, he 
says, "in Britain, we find this 
kind of resentment vis-a-vis the 
Germans. Generally speaking, 
we are very open-minded people, 
and l do believe sincerely that 
this will subside very quickly.” 

Dr. Rumaihi says the gov- 
ernment needs more time to 
motivate Kuwaitis. "The world is 
pushing us very hard, but without 


a proper understanding of what 
kind of ideas and thoughts we had 
only a year ago. and what we 
have today." 

Many Kuwaitis disagree. Bank- 
er Sultan says: "I think the Amer- 
ican government and people 
should do their utmost to apply 
some pressure to expedite demo- 
cratisation in Kuwait." 

Western diplomats agree, 
however, that their government’s 
top priority in the short term is 
the stability of the Kuwaiti 
monarchy, and through it, the 
rehabilitation of the emirate's 
vast oil production capability. 
Democracy, tolerance and 
motivation can wait. In Kuwait, 
oi) and complacency flow 
together again. — Observer. 


Wind power breakthrough 


DR. LEO GASENDO. che- 
mical engineer of Los Angeles, 
California, has patented a su- 
per windmill invention which 
positively captures the unli- 
mited supply of energy from 
the wind. 

This 100 feet diameter super 
windmill unit with 12 sails can 
generate more than 1,000 
horsepower at 35 miles per 
hour wind velocity. A super 
windmill farm can store suffi- 
cient amount of electrical ener- 
gy in large storage batteries for 
continuous distribution to the 
towns and cities. 

The super windmill derives 
its power from a very unique 
design of sails placement and 
housing configuration. There 
are 12 optimum number of 
sails unth massive wind contact 
areas. Wind forces are cap- 
tured and retained by the sails 
with minimum deflections and 


minimum waste of wind ener- 
gy. The wind is allowed to pass 
through the central hub vortex 
to propel the back quadrant 
sails thereby providing more 
horsepower production. A de- 
finitive high pressure area is 
created in front of the operat- 
ing unit and a low pressure 
area is generated behind the 
sails assembly. This maximises 
the wind velocity across the 
unit resulting in more horse- 
power production. 

The housing covers the low- 
er sails from direct wind impact 
and allows the upper sails to 
develop very high torque. Die 
front baffles direct more wind 
to the upper sails and expose 
more sails to the wind. The 
overall concept of the super 
windmill design is to harvest 
the maximum amount of ener- 
gy from the wind while at the 
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same time, protecting the en- 
vironment. 

The super windmill operates 
between 5 to 16 revolutions per 
minute. At this exceptionally 
low speed the sails rotate very 
quietly without creating sonic 
noise or harmonic vibrations. 
Noise pollution is prevented. 
This rate of speed will not kill 
the birds. 

The high energy production 
of the super windmill opens the 
door to many practical applica- 
tions. ft can be installed inde- 
pendently to provide electricity 
to the homes in remote areas. 
It ushers the extensive use of , 
electric cats as modern means 
of transportation. A super 
windmill unit will be installed 
in strategic places for recharg- 
ing or replacing tbe spent bat- 
teries of electric cars, some- 
thing similar to the functions of 
gas stations stretched along the 
super highways. But the most 
important thing to remember 
about this invention is that, 
now, it gives us the capabilities 
to harvest wind energy in mas- 
sive quantities for many diffe- 
rent applications. In so doing, 
it will reduce the industrial 
consumption of fossil fuel and 
lower the production costs and 
prices of commodities. 

Developing countries can 
economically construct supper 
windmill units out of bamboo 
poles, canvas sails and ply- 
wood — Press release. 




* 

CD 

* 
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from 8 y.frx 
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ofi Continuous Success 

To Crown the Event 

we're now giving you 

Special offers 
& Reduced prices 

Starting today till Aug. 16 th 
Moke a purchase and enter our grand lofrery. 

Airline ticket 

Amman — Vienna - Amman. 

& many more prizes 
Draw dote : Aug. 1 6* 

SAFEWAY ... 

the one an8 only 
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SAFEWAY INTERNATIONAL 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDfKG. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
ANO. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAIMAft ASONS 

.TEL. KW 676 604696 




. 4 Rent & Sale 

Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and] 
sale - furnished or unfur-f 
nished. 

Also many lots of land are| 
available for sale. 

For further details, please] 
call 

(Abdoan Real 


(TeL 810805, 810809, 
Fax: 810520. 



Thefir*t&teft 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Mai Amman, near 
AhkyyahGirte School 
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Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7.D0 - Midnight 
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Amman’s 

'exclusive gift shop' 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

■ m || 

Shmaisani - Grindtays Bank Bldg 
Tal. 669 457 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Scrvkfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

stem 30 % torpor 

* Froo oniargo- 
moast 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindtays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieb tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 


* 


QQ 


ADQ 


Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air Cai I 
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1 MANDARIN RESTAURANT I 

Special Chinese Foods 
SHfed Chinese Chefs 


W9t fi Sag/a Road 
war Whiads tptna Hotel 

|T«L S6fS22, Amman 
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RAVEL SERVICES 
OFFICE 

Daily tours arranged on request to 
the following places: 

PETRA, JERASH 
DEAD SEA 

For further Information 
please call us: 
614272 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room...! 


IIAIfftTEL 

,|JL:i|l|IS 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jahangir, Martin to contest squash final 


ADELAIDE (R) — Jahangir Khan stayed on course to win his 
seventh World Open Squash title after a comfortable 15-3 14-15 
15-6 15-4 semifinal victory over Australian third seed Chris 
Robertson Saturday. The Pakistani world number two was rarely 
troubled as he set up an intriguing showdown with Australian 
Rodney Martin, a 5-15 15-13 17-14 15-13 semifinal winner over 
compatriot Chris Dittmar, in Sunday’s final. Despite Martin's 
surprise victories over world number one Jansher Khan and 
Dittmar. Jahangir showed he was in the mood to seize another 
title. Unleashing what Robertson described as a “volley barrage" 
he won the first eight points before wrapping up the first game in 
11 minutes. 


U.S. archery team wins 


OXFORD, Ohio (AP) — The United States men’s archery team 
defeated Turkey and Canada to place first in the National 
Archery Association (NAA) team competition at Miami Uni- 
versity. In the women's competition, Turkey outshot the U.S. and 
Chinese Taipei to take first. The team' rounds Friday wrapped op 
the annual five-day tournament. The U-S. men’s team was made 
up of men’s individual division winner Ed Eliason, Darrell Pace 
and Richard McKinney. Eliason came from behind after the first 
round to capture his third straight NAA title, with a score of 
2,637. American Jerry Pylychok was second with 2.591. 


New Bundesliga season begins 


BONN (AP) — Bayer Leverkusen defeated Borussia Moen- 
cfcengladbacb 1-0 Friday as the Bundesliga, Germany’s first 
soccer division, began a new season. In another game, 1 FC 
Cologne and VFL Bochum battled to a 2-2 stalemate. Jorge de 
Amorim Campos Jorginho of Brazil scored in the second minute 
against a confused Moenchengladbach defence, providing the 
game’s only goal before about 24,000 fans in Leverkusen. In 
Bochum, Hemo Bonan scored from 25 metres in die 72nd minute 
to lift his team to its tie with Cologne. Frank Ordenewitz gave 
Cologne a 1-0 lead in the 18tb minute. Bochum’s Thomas Epp 
tied it up in the 31st, Maurice Banach put Cologne back into die 
lead with a goal in the 43rd minute, but Bonan 's score rescued 
Bochum. 


Aston Villa signs Steve Saunton 


BIRMINGHAM, England (AP) — Irish national defencer Steve 
Saunton transferred from Liverpool to Aston Villa Friday for a fee 
of £1.1 million (SI. 7 million). Saunton, who signed a three- 
year contract, was the second player to leave 18-time English 
League champion Liverpool in 24 hours following the sale of 
Peter Beardsley to Everton for £1 million ($1.6 million). “Fm 
delighted that die signing has finally been completed,’* Staunton 
said. “Aston Villa are a big dub and I hope that I can be just as 
successful with them as I was with Liverpool." Staunton is- the 
eighth player signed by new manager Ron Atkinson in just over 
two months. “Despite being only 22, Steve bas a great pedigree," 
Atkinson said. “He bas already won a host of top honours and I 
hope that he can achieve great things with Villa." 


Menotti to coach Mexicans 


MEXICO CITY (R) — Argentine Cesar Luis Menotti, who. 
coached his country to a World Cup soccer triumph in 1978, has 
taken charge of the Mexican national team. "Menotti is ... 
directly responsible for ail national selections for Mexico and will 
have to travel to Havana, Cuba, to observe die performance of 
the Mexican team taking pan in the Pan-American Games,” said 
Francisco Ibarra, the federation’s president. Ibarra said the 
Argentine's first challenge was to take Mexico through the 
qualifying rounds to the World Cup, which Menotti recently said 
he aimed to win with the Mexican team. 


‘Gazza’ transfer set for ’92-93 season 


LONDON (AP) — After months' of on-again, off- again negotia- 
tions, English star midfielder Paul Gascoigne's transfer from 
Tottenham Hotspur to the Italian dub Lazio has been completed. 
The transfer, reported to be worth £5.5 million ($8.8 million), was 
finalised Thursday night in London by Spurs Managing Director 
Terry Venables and his Lazio counterpart Carlo Regalia. Under 
the deal, Gascoigne will joint Lazio for the 1992-93 season if be 
shows be is fully recovered from a serious knee injury suffered 
during the English Cup final in May. Tottenham officials said 
Gascoigne will undergo a fitness test on May 31, 1992. “This is a 
great weight off my shoulders,” Gascoigne said. “I am sad to 
leave because Spurs are a fantastic dub, but this is a great 
challenge for me.” Gascoigne, known in England as “Gazza? 
could still play for Tottenham this season if rehabilitation goes 
well on his right knee, in which the anterior cruciate ligament was 
torn in Tottenham's 2-1 extra time cup victory over Nottin gham 
Forest. Newspaper reports suggest be could be back in action 
before the end of the year. 


Bayern Munich signs Mazfntio 


MUNICH (R) — Bayern Munich has signed Brazilian interna- 
tional Mazinho, boosting their squad in time for the start of the 
German soccer season this weekend. The 25-year-old midfielder 
joined tile Bavarians from Bragantroo for $2 million. He is the 
Munich dub's second new signing from Brazil following the 
arrival of fellow midfielder Bernardo in the dose season. Bayern, 
who last season failed to win the Bundesliga for only the second 
time in seven seasons, have recently made several key buys, 
induding German international Hbero Thomas Bertboid from 
Italy’s Roma and striker Bruno Labbadia from champions 
Kaiserslautern. Mazinho trained for the first time with the 
Munich side on Thursday ahead of their difficult trip to Werder 
Bremen. 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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TOO SIMPLE TO SPOT 


Both vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 

* K 8 -t 
T 7 5 3 

Q 8 6 
*9 7 5 2 

WEST EAST 

* J 10 9 2 * Q 76 

‘'-'8 4 TQJ109 

: J 10 9 7 2 5 3 

* A Q *8643 

SOUTH 

* A 5 3 

T A K 6 2 
v A K 4 
*KJ 10 
The bidding: 

North East Sooth West 
Pass Pass 2 NT Pass 
3 NT Pass Pass Pass 
Opening lead: Jack of v 
Even goad players can overlook 
the sure-trick line lurking right un- 
der their noses. This deal is from a 
high-stake rubber bridge game, and 
sitting South was an expert. 

A straightforward auction led to a 
good contract being reached in 
quick time. North had barely 
enough to raise his partner’s two no 
trump opening bid to game. 

West led the jack of diamonds. 
Declarer won in dummy and led a 
chib to the jack. In witli the queen. 
West realized then was no future in 


diamonds, and shifted to a spade. 
Declarer won in hand and forced out 
the ace of clubs. Back came another 
spade. Declarer allowed that to win. 
but took the spade continuation 
perforce. Next, declarer tried ace. 
king and another heart, but when 
that suit failed to spirt evenly, de- 
clarer was limited to eight tricks. 

La ng u i shing in dummy for all the 
world to see was the ninth trick— 
the nine of clubs. Unfortunately af- 
ter all the maneuvering that set up 
the nine, declarer didn't have a 
dummy entry to cash it. 

Had declarer realized at the out- 
set that he could not be denied from 
scoring two dub tricks, he could 
have managed the hand better. With 
seven tricks outside the club suit, 
the easy way home was to win the 
first trick in hand and lead the king 
of dubs. 

Let’s suppose West wins the ace 
and shifts to a spade, as before. Al- 
though unimportant, as a matter of 
technique declarer should win in 
hand, preserving the valuable entry 
to dummy, and continue with the 
jack of chibs, forcing out the quaen. 
West can knock out the spade entry, 
but declarer can unblock the high 
club in hand,* Cross to the queen of 
diamonds and then cash the nine of 
clubs for the fulfilling trick. 


Castro opens Pan American games 


HAVANA (Agencies) — Fidel 
Castro opened the Pan American 
Games, and, in what could well 
be a turning point for the world’s 
lone island of hardline commun- 
ism, Cuba welcomed Americans 
for the first time in 32 years. 

If he did not exactly embrace 
the United States, Castro at least 
accepted its people and their dol- 
lars into a country whose eco- 
nomy is crumbling even more 
quickly than its rococo 1950s 
architecture. 

“Distinguished guests, athletes 
and countrymen,” he said at Fri- 
day night’s opening ceremonies. 
“I proclaim the 11th Pan Amer- 
icans Gaines inaugurated. Thank 
you very much." 

It may have been the shortest 
speech of his reign as president of 
Cuba. And while the crowd re- 
ceived him enthusiastically, there 
was an undertone of worry. 

“Cubans don’t want the Pan 
Americans," goes the joke-of- 
the-week among its people. 
“They want Pan Americano.” 
“Pan” is Spanish for bread. 

At a cost of more than $100 
million , perhaps as much as Cuba 
has in its entire national reserve, 
the Cubans have got the Pan 
American Games, like it or not. 

With them, the games have 
brought more than 10,000 foreign 
visitors, about 2,000 of whom are 
Americans. There haven't been 
this many Americans in Cuba 
smc*> Mr. Castro took over from 
Batista in 1959, and they’ve got 
their dollars with them. 

The opening ceremonies were 
a precursor to two weeks of 
games involving 39 countries in 


31 sports. The actual games be- 
gan Friday and. right away, it was 
the United States vs. Cuba in 
men's basketball. 

“When the U.S. plays Cuba in. 
basketball, I expect an enormous 
outpouring for the Cuban team,” 
said ABC sports commentator 
Brent Musburger. 

There are no tickets for the 
events. The Cuban people get in 
free until the building or stadium 
is foil. Just another line they must 
endure. The others, though, are 
for daily necessities tike bread, 
gasoline and toilet paper. 

The Cuban organisers put 
together a colourful, well- 
orchestrated opening cere- 
monies. They were highlighted by 
the card section, which spelled 
ont the names of each country as 
it marched into the stadium and 
showed pastoral island scenes and 
the ornate architecture of old 
Havana. 

Political slogans were conspi- 
cuously missing at the new 
35,000-seat Pan American Sta- 
dium. 


•co Cota, a physical education 
student, said. “I hope it is an 
example for the world that sports 
is a symbol of peace and 
friendship-” 

Joe Vigil, the U.S. men’s track 
coach, walked out to the 35,000- 
seat track stadium at midnight 
a. few hours after he arrived 
Thursday night- 

“It was a tremendous feeling," 
he said. “I think the Cubans are 
to be commended. We can’t find 
a facility for track like that in the 


was old,” Helmick said- “He said 
he was 65, but my memory or his 
memory could have been off a 
bit.” 

Castro’s age is officially listed 
as 64. 


Cuba wins 1st gold 


United States for its totality.” 
i’s heac 


The U.S. team marched into 
the stadium wearing drab gray 
shirts, khaki pants and blue base- 
ball caps. They waved to the 
crowd, but the crowd didn’t wave 
back. There were no boos, no 
cheers. The Cubans just seemed 
to watch. After all, few had ever 
seen so many Americans together 
in one place. 

The Cuban team marched in 
last, greeted by a huge cheer, 
dancing and handclapping. 

’‘The people have made sacri- 
fices for these games,” Luis Mar- 


Karen Dennis, women 
track coach, came to Cuba in 
April after hearing “a lot of war 
stories” about the poor living 
conditions the athletes would 
have to endure. 

“I left here impressed. The 
hospitality was very good then 
and is now,” she said. “I have 
never seen such a hard-working 
group make the conditions first 
class as they are now." 

Castro's personal interest in 
sports and the commitment he 
made five years ago to host the 
games — long before the foil of 
the Berlin Wall and the collapse 
of communism — played a signifi- 
cant role in putting them 
together. 

Robert Helmick, president of 
the U.S. Olympic Committee,* 
recalled meeting with Castro ab- 
out five years ago and learning 
more about his interest in sports. 

“He was very excited to ex- 
plain to me that be had just 
celebrated a birthday and went 
skin-diving to the same depth in 
feet as the number of years he 


Host nation Cuba won the first 
gold medal of the 11th Pan Amer- 
ican Games here Saturday when 
24-year-old Alberto Cuba just 
held on to win the men's 
marathon. 

Cuba covered the 42.2 
kilometres course in an unofficial 
time of two hours 19 minutes 26 
seconds and finished about 10 
yards ahead of fast finishing silver 
medallist Jose Santana of Brazil 
with the rest of the field well 
behind. 

His time was well outside the 
Pan American record of 2:12.43 
and even further behind Ethio- 
pian Belayneh Dinsamo's world 
best of 2:06.50. 

Cuba led from almost start to 
finish in the first event of the 
games keeping np a relaxed high- 
stepping rhythm over the pic- 
turesque seaside course through 
the streets of Havana. 

The field of 20 runners started 
in near darkness at 6.30 a.m. 
because of the near century heat 
at this time of the year. 

Cuba's Radames Gonzalez 
finished in third place. 

In the excitement of announc- 
ing Cuba's first gold of the games, 
Cuban television and the coun- 
try's other official madia failed to 
mention for several minutes who 
had won the bronze. 


Tauziat to face Seles in Mazda semis 


CARLSBAD, California (AP) — 
Nathalie Tauziat of France has 
upset third-seeded Manuela 
Maleev a- Fragni ere 6-3, 6-3 to 
move into the semifinals of the 
$225,000 Mazda Classic. 

The sixth-seeded Tauziat 
earned a berth against top-ranked 
Monica Seles as Maleeva- 
Fragniere became the only one of 
the top four seeds not to reach 
tile semifinals. 

Earlier, fourth-seeded Jennifer 
Capriati topped fifth-seeded Zina 
Garrison 6-1, 6-4 and second- 
seeded Coochita Martinez beat 
amateur quaiifer Debbie Graham 
6-0, 7-5 to set the pairing for the 
afternoon semifinal. 

Tauziat. ranked 14th in the 
world, broke away from a 2-2 tie 
in the first set by charging the net 


at every chance. With her attack- 
ing style, she won the next three 
games. 

“She didn’t make many mis- 
takes,” said Maleeva-Fragniere. 
“She was aggressive when she 
had the opportunity, she came to 
the net and volleyed well. I had to 
really win every point, and I 
couldn't do it.” 

In the second set, Maleeva- 
Fragniere rebounded from a 0-3 
deficit to cut the margin to 3-4. 
But Tauziat responded by hold- 
ing her serve at love, then clin- 
ched the final game with a strong 
volley. 

“I was happy to win and glad it 
was over,” Tauziat said. “In the 
second set, she made me a little 
nervous the way she came back.” 
Capriati, ranked 10th in the 


world, lost the third game of the 
first set at love on Garrison's 
serve, but otherwise used her 
strong grounds trokes to control 
her match. 

“Nothing was going wrong.” 
Capriati said.” In the second set 
she started playing better and I 
made a couple of more errors. I 
had to play hard, especially in the 
second set.” 

Garrison had an opportunity to 
go ahead in the second set 5-4 
with a break point, but Capriati 
responded with a winning place- 
ment shot and eventually took 
the game in 10 points. 

“I didn't give her points as 
ranch as she worked for them,” 
said Garrison. “Then I got in a 
better groove in the second set. 
but still I had bad footwork.” 


Edberg, Sampras reach Volvo semis 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Top- 
seeded Stefan Edberg used his 
serve-volley game to its best 
advantage to defeat Aaron Krick- 
stein 6-4, 7-5 Friday in the quar- 
terfinals of the Volvo Tennis 
Tournament 

Second-seeded Pete Sampras 
used 12 aces to eliminate eighth 
seed Amos Mansdorf, 6-3, 64. 

Edberg lost only seven points 
off his serve in the 80-minute 
match and was broken. After 
Edberg broke Krickstein in the 
third game of the match, the two 
held serve until the 11th game of 
the second set. 

Edberg got four break points 
on Krickstein before he was able 


to convert and take a 6-5 lead^ 
The Swede won the final game at 
love. 

Edberg, the defending cham- 
pion, credited his improved 
serve- an d-volley for the easy vic- 
tory. 

“Most of the time on my vol- 
leys I make a mistake on the easy 
ones,” he said. ‘Today I was 
coming in quick behind my serve 
and I got my tuning down. I’ve 
worked hard at that and it’s 
paying off.” 

Krickstein, who split six pre- 
vious matches with Edberg, was 
hoping to get into a tiebreaker in 
the final set Krickstein has won 


all six of the tiebreakers the two 
have played. 

“If I had gotten to the tiebreak- 
er, I’d have had a better chance,” 
said Krickstein, of Grosse Pomte, 
Michigan. “I’ve never lost a tieb- 
reaker against him. But it’s tough' 
when you never break serve. 

After a first set in which he 
served up eight aces, four in the 
first game, Sampras fell behind 
4-1 but won tile final five games 
to defeat Mansdorf. 

“I felt pretty confident when I 
was down 4-1,” Sampras said. “I 
knew his serve wasn’t that big.” 

Mansdorf said he had difficulty 
concentrating in the last five 
games against Sampras. 


Croatia 

recalls 

athletes 

from 

Yugoslav 

teams 


BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (AP) 
— The secessionist region of 
Croatia recalled its athletes from 
Yugoslavia’s national teams and 
said it ws severing sports ties with 
rival Serbia. 


Croatia’s Sports Association 
said it would organise its own 
leagues in soccer and other sports 
and that its teams and athletes 
would not take part in any nation- 
al competition. 

The unprecedented protest 
move is inspired by the “de- 
teriorating security situation in 
Croatia and an escalation of 
attacks against the republic by the 
wild hordes which are helped by 
the federal army,” the statement 
said. 


Croatia accuses the Yugoslav 
army, with its Serb-dominated 
officer corps, of helping the Serb 
militias. The army says it acts 
only to separate the two rival 
ethnic groups. 

Croatia’s decision to withdraw 
its athletes from Yugoslav nation- 
al teams is sure to hurt. 


And so they 
decided to get 
married. 


7-9 


“Bat I worry/' he 
said, u that I won’t 
make you happy” 



She smiled, 
and said, 



Andy Capp 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY AUGUST 4, 1991 

ey Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, CrmoU RigMerFourtston 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Avoid that tendency to be suspi- 
cions of one who has proven them- 
selves to be a friend over the 
long-haul even though there are 
several things you have a right to 
question at the moment. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is your day to take a good 
look at your property and posses- 
sions, your salary, your income 
and outlays and to improve their 
efficiency. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 

Whatever you would like to do that 

does require getting yourself in a 
better physical condition can be 
done now so that you exude more 
charm. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Take some time out to take a good 
look about you to see what is no 
longer of use and can be discarded 
and what can best be put in 
their place. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Now you find that whatev- 
er has been of importance to you 
with friends reasserts itself and 
needs to be handled in a very 
astute manner. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Don’t 
be afraid to let your personal de- 
sires be known to comrades. Do 
things today that will impress 
higher-ups of your capabilities. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Now yon find yon start the lime 


on a constructive note by paying 

hflht, making coBeetiqu* and hand- 
ling business aiid personal . obla- 
tions. ■— ' 

I THVA : (September 23 to October 
22) Now you find- that most every- 
one is in tune with your, ideas so 
contact partners and get them to go 
along with your most ''wnhhkma 

undertakings. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Take some time out to have 
a good time as you like rtbc.iwMt' 
and show that you know to «k» the 
'things that bring you close edm- 


SAGITTARIUSe (November 22 to 
December 21) Get at that project 
on this day and show otbera that 
you know how to do ypnr asm- * 
ment better than anyone else who 
is doing the same thing. . . . . . 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Think out and over 
how you c” n do the things that 
mean the most to you and brings 
you the greatest amount of penon- 
al happiness and joy. .. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFebtu- 
ary 19) Whatever you have in mind 
that does concern your Eanmy and 
your own home life can now be 
bandied in an efficient and dever 
manner by you. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Think ont a better arrangement 
by which you can get your ratal 
everyday companies to :gO longer 
are bugged by delays. • 


What a perfect combination, 
my birth stone & I! 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Barnes 



"We're taking a second honeymoon. My wife went, to 
the mountains/ 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD earn 
I# by Henri Arnold and Bob m 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


. GITHE 





TILIM 


nr: 



HANVEE 



zc 




DRAFIT 


nr 

J L 


THE BEST WAY TO 
STOP THE NOISE 
IN THE BACK OF 
YOU* CAR. . 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 




Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BIRCH ICING CORRAL KNIGHT 

Answer All the croota in that poSuted city seem to have 
vanished - - - INTO 


AIF 


THE Daily Crossword bys,.*,™ 


Fleraek 


ACROSS 
1 Boundary 
5 Jewelry 
10 Chugalug 

14 Elliptical 

15 Expiate 
.*16 Dip 

17 NY thoroughfare 

19 A Fitzgerald 

20 Conclude 

21 " — and tide..." 

22 Regnant person 

23 Studies 

24 Braids 

26 Conditional 
release 

29 Family member 

32 “ — and his 
money..." 

33 Salt water 

34 "Norma — " 

35 Frees 

36 Soto 

37 Large: ont. 

38 Before 

39 Gather 

40 Lea 

41 Salesman's 
delight 

43 Menus 

44 TVs — - Sawver 

45 Weed 

46 Rebound 

48 Relish 

49 Copycat 

52 Exude 

53 Fictional piece 

56 Peace I ui bird . 

57 Pirogue 

56 Native dance 
59 Made last 
SOCtty on the 
Mosefle 
61 Indhnduals 





DOWN 

1 Canter 

2 Temple niter 

3 Fragrant 
ointment 

4 wapiti 

5 Gulch 

6 Short articles 
-7“ — but the • 

brave..." 

8 Antelope 

9 Understand 


10 Detective 
it Financial canter 

12 Indolent 

13 Paraphernalia 
18 Corel island 

22 Current fashion 

23 Speaks 

tovtngty 

24 Aches' kin 

25 "Clair de — ” 

26 Kitchen gadget 

27 Blazing 

28 Posh shopping 
center 

29 Impurities 

30 Bird of prey 

31 Comprehends 
33 Sound ota 

trumpet 

38 Sanction word 
37 Bog 

39 AbeTa papa 

40 NO town 

42 Brawled 

43 Zodtec sign 

45 Resort lake - 

46 Yield by treaty 


Yesterday's Prate & 



47 Frwuigdty 

48 Tennifle of - ‘ 

- music 

'49 Shortly -- 

SO **— Conor 


SJPet? 
S3 Ott 


"WPac 

55 Gr. 
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U.S. unemployment 
rate falls, but doubts 
about recovery rise 
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WASHINGTON (R) - The 
U.S. unemployment rate fell to 
6.8 per cent in July from 7.1) per 
cent m June but only because 
more people gave up looking for 
work and dropped out of the 
labour force, the government said 
Friday. 

President George Bush said he 
was "delighted" with the drop in 
the unemployment rate but eco- 
nomists were more pessimistic 
and said the overall data raised 
fresh doubts aboul the durability 
of the fledgling economic re- 
covery. 

The Labour Depan ment said 
the actual number of payroll jobs 
shrank by 51.000 lost month. 
Economists said That figure was 
more indicative of the state of the 
labour market than the unem- 
ployment rale, which they dismis- 
sed as a statistical fluke. 

“The economy has ail the 
horsepower of a model T Ford.” 
said economic consultant John 
Albertine. "It is sputtering along 
at a very slow rate.” 

The news of further job losses 
last month is sure to turn up the 
political heat on the Federal Re- 
serve (central bank) to cut in- 
terest rates to spur economic 
growth and on the Bush adminis- 
tration to do more for those out 
of work. 

"The figures raise question 
marks about the strength and 
sustainability of the recovery,” 
said David Jones, chief economist 
at Aubrey G. Lanston and Co.. 


EC, Soviets 
sign $475m 
aid accord 


The unexpected fall in the un- 
employment rate — the first drop 
in three months — occurred only 
because the labour force shrank 
by more than 400.000 last month. 

Teenagers, who normally flock 
into the labour force during the 
summer holidays, are not doing 
so this year, perhaps because they 
don't expect to find work. 

“Wc may be starting to see 
some discouraged workers.” said 
Robert Brusca of Nikko Secur- 
ities Co. International. 

The jobless figures are pored 
over by financial markets and econo- 
mic policy-makers because they 
provide the first comprehensive 
look at the state of the economy 
each month. 

They followed a spate of fi- 
gures that showed the economy 
struggling to recover from a re- 
cession that began a year ago. 

Economists saw more than few 
reasons to be worried about the 
strength of the recovery in the 
employment data. Hourly earn- 
ing and the average work week 
both fell. The service sector, until 
recently the engine of the recov- 
ery, lost jobs. 

“U appears the economy was 
quite weak in July,” said Lynn 
Reascr. senior economist at First 
Interstate Bancorp. 

Economists said the data in- 
creased the possibility of a “dou- 
ble dip” recession — a brief 
economic upturn followed by a 
renewed downturn — although 
mnnv still rate the chance of that 


George Bush 

happening as unlikely. 

President Bush was upbeat. 

“The economy is recovering 
and moving forward he told 
reporters. He stopped short of 
explicitly calling on the Federal 
Reserve to cut interest rates to 
boost growth but made clear he 
would be glad if it did. 

“I believe we can afford lower 
interest rates," he said. 

Financial markets and econom- 
ists think he will get bis wish. 
They said the combination of 
weak growth in money supply — 
the raw material for economic 
activity — and a sputtering recov- 
ery will probably prompt another 
interest rate cut soon. 

"The next move in interest 
rates is down,” said Mickey Levy 
of CRT Government Securities. 

That is unlikely to satisfy the 
Democrats, who are just starting 
to gear up for a run at the still 
popular Bush in next year's pres- 
idential election. 

The Democrats have accused 
the president of ignoring (he 
country's domestic problems 
while globe-trotting and are 
pressing him to spend more on 
the unemployed. 


SIA orders up to 20 
Airbuses worth $3.4b 
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BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Community (EC> and the 
Soviet Union signed a deal Friday 
giving 400 million European Cur- 
rency Units ($475 million) to help 
convert the Soviet economy to 
free market principles. 

The aid was first pledged by 
EC leaders at a summit in Rome 
in December 1990, but was held 
up this year by concern about 
Soviet violence in the Baltic re- 
publics. 

The money will pay for technic- 
al help in the management train- 
ing, food distribution, financial 
services, transport and energy 
sectors, a statement said. 

The Community will fund 1 
efforts to deregulate prices, 
privatise state firms, define suit- 
able legal and administrative , 
frameworks and train and reorga- j 
nise old and new institutions. 

EC leaders agreed in June to 
give further technical aid for the 
Soviet Union in 1992 and subse- 
quent years. They did not put a 
figure on the help, bot EC budget 
ministers last week suggested 
allocating a further 400 million 
European Currency Units. 


PARIS (R) — Singapore Airlines 
(SlA) said Friday it has ordered 
up to 20 Airbus Industrie aircraft 
worth $3.36 billion and dropped 
plans to buy McDonnell Douglas 
Corp's MD-ll. 

SIA placed firm orders for 
seven (oug-haul A34Q-300&, 
placed orders subject to recon- 
firmation for a further seven and 
took options on another six. 

The aircraft will be powered by 
CMF 56-5C4 engines made by 
CFM International, a joint ven- 
ture of General Electric Co. of 
the United States and of France's 
Societe National d'Etude et de 
Construction de Moteurs d’ Avia- 
tion (SNECMA). 

SIA said the S3.36 billion value 
included the cost of the engines 
and spare parts. 

The airline also said it would 
not proceed with its previously 
announced plan to purchase MD- 
ll airliners, which industry 
analysts said was a blow to the St 
Louis, Missouri-based aircraft 
maker. 

“The intended purchase of the 
MD-ll was predicted on the air- 
craft’s ability to perform certain 
long-haul sectors. Singapore- 
Paris for example, with defined 
payload capability," SIA said in a 
statement. 


“While the aircraft is excellent 
for shorter range requirements, it 
has not to date been able to meet 
SIA's long-haul demands,” ft 
added. 

In January 1990 SIA placed 
firm orders for five MD-ll air- 
craft and took options on a furth- 
er 15. 

"This is potentially a very se- 
rious problem indeed,” said air- 
craft analyst Sandy Horns of 
County Natwcst of McDonnell 
Douglas’s apparent loss of the 
MD-ll order. 

“One of the problems they 
have had on the MD-ll with 
American Airlines and now 
apparently with Singapore is their 
inability to come np with the long 
range," he added. 

“The fuel consumption of the 
aircraft has not lived up to the 
manufacturer's claims." he 
pointed out. 

Airbus said SIA plans to use 
the A340-30Qs it ordered Friday 
for non-stop services to Europe, 
such as Singapore-Paris. 

It said deliveries of the aircraft 
would begin in October 1995 and 
continue through to 1992, adding 
that SIA would use the planes in 
a three-class layout seating about 
270 passengers. 


Collapse of Comecon deals severe blow to Hungary’s economy 




I 

i 


BUDAPEST (R) — The collapse 
of Comecon trade ibis year dealt 
a severe blow to Hungary's strag- 
gling economy, -official statistics 
have showed. 

Slumping business with its 
cash-starved neighbours m the 
former socialist trading bloc 
helped slash around one fifth 
from Hungary’s industrial pro- 
duction in the first half of 1991 
and pushed its trade balance 
deeply into the red. 

The ministry of industry and 
.trade .reported that .output ol 
large enterprises fell across the 
board in the six-month period but 
the engineering, and construction 
sectors were hit worst. 


The figures showed a nominal 
rise in production of 16 per cent 
in the first six months of the year 
but that translated into a drop of 
19.9 per cent after inflation was 
taken into account. 

The production slump reflected 
in part the impossible task that 
companies face trying to sell pro- 
ducts to traditional customers in 
the East who arc unable to pay 
their bills under Co me con's new 
regime of bard-currency trade at 
world prices. 

A ministry study concluded 
that dwindling domestic demand 
and the slow pace of transition to 
free market principles among 
large-scale state industry contri- 


buted to the drop. 

It added that the increase in 
unsold stocks had slowed as 
manufacturing industries cut 
working hours. 

The production figures do not 
include the output of small com- 
panies, the most dynamic part of 
Hungary’s struggling economy, 
and only over enterprises with 
more than 50 workers. 

But, even including small com- 
panies, exports to former mem- 
bers of Comecon shrank dramati- 
cally in the six months. 

Overall trade with former 
Comecon members contracted 60 
per cent, which minister of inter- 
national economic relations Bela 


Radar told reporters was tantam- 
ount to looping five per cent from 
Hungary's total output of goods 
and services. 

Plunging exports to ex- 
Comecon states and ballooning 
imports helping drive the hard- 
currency trade deficit $825.4 mil- 
lion into the red after six months, 
even though overall exports 
showed a healthy 27 per cent 
increase. 

Highlighting the positive, Mr. 
Radar stressed Hungary's 
achievement in shifting its ex- 
ports to customers in the West 
who have the money to pay fortis 
goods. 

Almost three-quarters of Hun- 


gary’s exports now go to mem- 
bers of the Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and Develop- 
ment and the European buys 
almost half of the goods. 

The Soviet Union, once Hun- 
gary's largest trading partner, 
now absorbs less chan a tenth of 
its exports. 

Hungarian officials are in- 
creasingly concerned that the de- 
mise of Comecon trade will add 
thousands more people to the 
ranks of the unemployed as in- 
efficient enterprises are forced to 
cut their staff or shut down. 


Iraqis apply 
to set up 4 
new banks 

BAGHDAD (R) *- Iraqi 
businessmen want to open four 
new banks under a new law pas- 
sed by Iraq’s Revolution Com- 
mand Council, the weekly maga- 
zine Aief Ba has reported. 

The magazine, quoting a 
source at the Iraqi Chamber of 
Commerce, said the applications 
had been submitted during July. 

The proposed trading names of 
the banks were The Alitmad 
Bank, the Baghdad Bank. The 
Iraqi Commercial Bank and The 
Private Bank, it added. 

Iraq at present has its central 
bank and two state-run banks — 
The Rafideen Bank and The 
Rasheed Bank, which was set up 
three years ago. 

Alef Ba said the Rasheed 
Bank's 1990 profits were up 15 
per cent at 193 million dinars 
(just under $619 million at the 
official rate). 

Saadoun Kuba. the director 
general of the bank, reported a 12 
per cent increase in trusts and 
current accounts and a 25 per 
cent increase in savings accounts. 

The U.N. trade blockade im- 
posed after Iraq's Aug. 2 invasion 
of Kuwait has squeezed Iraq's 
economy and diplomats say it is 
close to collapse. 

Well off Iraqis have been 
buying gold as a hedge against 
inflation and a collapsing dinar, , 
which is worth a notional $3.2 at ! 
the official rate. On the black ' 
market $1 can fetch more than j 
seven dinars. i 


Kuwait lifts 

restrictions on 

cash withdrawals 
and transfers 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s cen- 
tra] bank lifted all restrictions on 
currency withdrawals and trans- 
fers Saturday and depositors 
showed confidence in the eco- 
nomy by choosing not to dump 
dinars for dollars. 

Central tank governor Sheikh 
Salem Abdul Aziz Al Saud AJ 
Sabah said depositors and com- 
panies were free to withdraw or 
transfer abroad whatever amount 
they wanted. 

“I am now witnessing dearer 
confidence in our banking sys- 
tem. Whoever wants to with- 
draw, let them withdraw. They 
are free to do so. We have gone 
tack to our normal situation,'’ 
Sheikh Salem said in a statement. 

The central bank, fearing a 
massive capital flight, imposed a 
monthly ceiling of 4,000 dinars 
(S13»S00> on all withdrawals and 
foreign currency transfers follow- 
ing the liberation of the emirate. 

It later eased the limit to 6,000 
dinars ($20,000). 

There had been widespread 
fears that clients would swamp 
the banks on Aug. 3, dumping 
dinars for dollars, the favourite 
foreign currency. 

Bankers reported business as 
nonnal , saying they had been 
surprised by the absence of sub- 


stantial demand for cash or fore- 
ign currency now that all restric- 
tions had been lifted. 

Small queues formed in tanks 
with clients both withdrawing and 
depositing money. Cashiers said 
the level of withdrawals on Satur- 
day, as in previous days, had 
exceeded that of deposits. 

“We expected a big rush for 
cash today but it did not happen. 
I have not seen any unusual 
activity which shows people have 
confidence in the economy," 
Mohammad Yahya, general man- 
ager of Kuwait Commercial 
Bank, told Reuters. 

Clients said they felt safe with 
deposits in local banks that 
offered better interest rates than 
dollar accounts abroad. With- 
drawals were to meet immediate 
needs. 

Some of the banks raised in- 
terest rates by half a point to nine 
per cent on Saturday to discour- 
age transfers abroad. 

“We get better interest rates on 
dinars than dollars, besides 1 al- 
ways like to be near my money," 
said businessman Mahmoud Dal- 
loul. 

Before scrapping the restric- 
tions, the central bank had made 
repeated appeals to clients not to 
dump dinars for dollars. 


BCCI representatives win U.S. 
court approval to freeze legal action 


NEW YORK (R) — A U.S. 
bankruptcy judge Friday tempor- 
arily froze most U.S. legal action 
against scandal-plagued BCCI, a 
move aimed at protecting the 
bank’s assets and making sure 
they are fairly divided among 
creditors worldwide. 

The judge granted a request 
filed late Thursday by court- 
appointed foreign representatives 
of Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International (BCCI) to put a 
hold on action against the 
Luxembourg-based bank. 

Federal Judge James Garrity of 
the U.S Bankruptcy Court for the 
southern district of New York 
said failure to grant the order 
would cause irreparable harm to 
creditors. 

BCCI, which had operations in 
69 countries, was seized on July 
5. Since then, details of wide- 
spread international fraud by the 
bank and its entities have au- 
ra veiled day after day. 

The representatives had sought 
the temporary restraining order, 
which is due to expire on Aug. 9, 
citing concerns that Americans 
might win an unfair share of the 
bank’s assets. 

Their petition was filed under a 
U.S. law that allows representa- 
tives of organisations being li- 
quidated overseas to protect 
assets for the benefit of creditors. 

Attorney Ronald de Koven. 
BCCI's court-appointed repre- 
sentative, said toe order was 
needed to “create an internation- 
al system to avoid a race to toe 
courthouse” by creditors seeking 
claims. 

But an attorney for toe New 
York State Superintendent of 
Banks, in arguing against issuing 
the court order, said there was no 
basis for toe order and no chance 
of irreparable harm. 

“Nothing is going to happen to 
this money for months and 
months and months,” said Attor- 
ney Richard Ziegler. 

Judge Garrity scheduled a 
hearing on toe matter for Aug. 9 


— the day the restaining order 
expires. 

After toe bank was shut down 
last month, depositors — from 
small Asian businessmen to big 
banks — feared their money 
would simply vanish. 

BCCI at one time drew in $20 
billion in deposits from around 
toe world operating a variety of 
frauds, according to an indict- 
ment filed Monday against the 
bank. 

But regulators can only guess 
at bow much BCCI has since lost, 
with estimates ranging from $4 
bdlion to $15 trillion. 

Whatever remains, all creditors 
want what they see as a fair share, 
and courts in Britain, Luxem- 
bourg and toe Cayman Islands 
appointed the petitioners to pro- 
tect BCCI assets in the United 
States. 

In filing the request Thursday, 
toe representatives said, unless 
such relief is granted, petitioners 
may be obliged to appear and 
defend BCCI in numerous courts 
and plaintiffs in litigation in the 
United States may gain an unfair 
advantage over other creditors of 
BCCI." 

On Monday, a state grand jury 
in New York indicted BCCI and 
two former executives on fraud, 
theft and money laundering 
counts. 

The indictment charged that 
BCCI officials had lied about toe 
bank’s financial health and own- 
ership to New York bank regula- 
tors, customers and other institu- 
tions including a bank owned by 
American Express. 

It also accused the defendants 
of bribing two former officials of 


Peru’s central bank. If the bank is 
convicted it faces fines and forfei- 
ture of assets. 

Also on Monday, the Federal 
Reserve said it was seeking a $200 
million penalty against BCCI for 
violating banking laws. 

Meanwhile, The Central In- 
telligence Agency (CIA) used 
BCCI as ameans of transferring 
substantia] funds. Deputy Direc- 
tor Richard Kerr said Friday. 

“We, CIA, used it as anybody 
would use a bank," he told a 
student audience in reply to a 
question. “Not in any illegal way 
... the same way if you have a 
bank account you use your bank 
— as a way to move money." 

Mr. Kerr did not say when the 
CIA had used toe Luxembourg- 
based bank or whether the funds 
transfers were for covert opera- 
tions abroad. 

“You probably don’t move the 
quantities of money for the pur- 
poses that we do, but neverthe- 
less the same point is, you use it 
merely as a transfer point," he 
told the National Young Leaders 
Conference, a civics forum for 
high school students. 

He said toe CIA had aggres- 
sively collected intelligence 
against BCCI and distributed this 
information to other U.S. gov- 
ernment agencies since toe early 
1980s because “it was quite ob- 
vious that it was involved in 
illegal activities such as money- 
laundering, narcotics and terror- 
ism." 

"And we have regularly put 
out since toe early 1980s a whole 
set of reporting to toe govern- 
ment describing those activities,” 
Mr. Kerr added. 



LAMBADA 


St»w: 3J0, 6:45. lOJfl p m. 


WISE GUYS 


Stum: 5:15, 8:30 p m. 





Tel: 675571 


To Be Opened Soon 
Nabil Mashini 


Show. 12J0. 330. 830, 1030 p.m. 


'Cinema Tel: 625155' 

RAINBOW 


TOM SELLECK— IN 

RUNAWAY 


Show; 330. 6:30. 8:30 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consists of two bedrooms, large salon and dining room. 
Location: 4th Circle, Zahran St. 

Tel. 644003 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, sitting room, salon, dining (area 
225 square metres) with separate central heating and 
telephone. 

JD 9,000 rent to be paid annually. 

Location: Professional Association Complex Housing 
Estate. Tlaa Al Ali. 

Call tel: 828356, 846949 


APARTMENT FORr 
RENT 



Available for rent a 255m super deluxe apartment in West 
Shemeisani. 

Four bedrooms. Spacious living and dining area with fl* large 
terrace overlooking Wadi Sakra & Jebal Amman. 

For more information please contact £ 663253 from 8-12 AM. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

A B.A. graduate in business administration with at least 2 
years experience is required for a manufacturing com- 
pany in Sahab Industrial City. 

'Please send C.V.8 to: Personnel Manager, 

P.O. Box 925486 Amman. 


FOR SALS 

Hitachi HL 400 Laptop computer. Brand new, 12 
MHZ microprocessor, 20 mb (3Vfe inch) hard 
disk. 3V£ floppy disk drive. Complete with 
carrying case. JD1.100, 

Phone: 819867 after 7:30 p.m. 


WANTED 

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT SERVICES OF TRADING CO. 

Group of Co.'s announce the following. require- 
ments for immediate appointment: 

Disbursement accountant, five years exp. 

(2) persons 

Marine export, five years exp. (2) persons 
Receptionist, three years exp. (1 ) person 
Shipping marketing, five years exp. (2) persons 

Abdications to be submitted directly to the G.M. 
office. 

Address / Amman Commercial Centre, behind Minis- 
try of Labour, 4th floor. 
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Presidency calls for 
ceasefire in Croatia 


t*: 

'i. ? 


ZAGREB, Yugoslavia (AP) — 
The federal presidency, amid 
some of Croatia's worst ethnic 
fighting, early Saturday ordered a 
ceasefire in the republic but a top 
Croatian official beid out little 
hope for the peace plan. 

Stipe Mesic. the Croat who 
beads the presidency, voted 
against its truce plan, which left 
uncertain bow the ceasefire 
would be carried out, and the role 
of the European Community 
(EC). 

The EC sent a peace mission to 
Croatia Friday amid reports at 
least 80 Croatian police were 
reportedly killed in some of worst 
violence since the breakaway re- 
public declared independence 
from Yugoslavia on June 25. 

Fighting in Croatia stems most- 
ly from disputes between Croats 
and the Serb minority, which 
claims it is discriminated against. 
The ethnic Serbs want their own 
rule or to join Serbia. 

Mr. Mesic told Croatia's parlia- 
ment — the Sabor — the federal 
plan was an attempr by Serbia 
and its allies to prevent EC offi- 
cials monitoring a truce and to 
grab more Croatian territory. 

“In fact this is an effort to 
prevent the conflict from being 
internationalised,” Mr. Mesic 
told an emergency session of the 
Sabor. 

The presidency ordered an 
“immediate and absolute cease- 
fire” in Croatia including separa- 
tion of hostile forces “outside the 
range of their firearms,” said the 
statement transmitted by the 
Yugoslav News Agency (Tan- 

jag)- 

But Mr. Mesic said: “As long 
as the army is a shield for rebels 
and does not withdraw to barracks 
and as long as we do not name the 
aggressor, there can be no cease- 


fire. 

Three EC foreign ministers 
who arrived Friday in Zagreb, 
Croatia, said a ceasefire was a 
prerequisite for any farther in- 
volvement. 

A presidency statement said 
federal police backed by police 
from Slovenia, Macedonia and 
Bosnia-Hercegovina would over- 
see enforcement of the truce. The 
presidency also ordered a cease- 
fire commission formed, headed 
by Branko Kostic. Montenegro’s 
representative. 

Sources dose to the presidency' 
said selection of the federal police 
represented a compromise be- 
tween Croatia and Serbia, Yugos- 
lavia’s two largest republics. 

But Mr. Mesic said Croatia’s 
request to order federal troops in 
the republic back to barracks and 
federal air force planes back to 
bases was rejected. 

Mr. Mesic also objected to Mr. 
Kostic heading the truce commis- 
sion, alleging Mr. Kostic, an ally 
of Serbia's Communist lead- 
ership, would use any truce in 
Croatia that was not monitored by 
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A Croatian poticeman takes cover in the*Croatiaa village Lastovo 
which was recently attacked by Serbian snipers 


way to Kostajnica,” local Croa- 
tian police Chief Djuro Brodarac 
said. 

He said the push south from 
the town of Sisak through unsafe 
territory towards Kostajnica, 
some 100 kilometres south of 
Zagreb, took place overnight. 

There was no opposition when 
they entered the town itself. 

Ivan Bobetko, a Croatian 
member of parliament, said 


Meanwbile, Belgian Foreign 
Minister Mark Eyskens said in an 
interview published Saturday that 
the European Community could 
not afford to leave Yugoslavia to 
its own devices if its peace efforts 
there were to fail. 


the EC “to extend Serbian territory Thursday that the withdrawal of 


into Croatia. 

Croatian forces said Friday 
they bad retaken a small town 
they were forced to abandon two 
days ago after attacks by Serbian 
guerrillas and Yugoslav war- 
planes. 

Police said they and National 
Guards fought off attacks by 
guerrillas and moved back into 
Kostajnica, a ghost town since its 
4,000 people — mostly Croats — 
fled after a fierce Serbian mortar 
attack last week. 

It was the Croatian forces' first 
major success in recent fighting. 

“None of our side was killed or 
injured in fighting with the Chet- 
niks (Serbian guerrillas) on the 


Croatian forces from Kostajnica 
Wednesday had been an act of 
treason. 

Speaking in parliament, he ac- 
cused the town’s Mayor Vinko 
Mijocevic of scaring the Croatian 
police and National Guard units 
into leaving the town after air 
force bombing Tuesday in which 
one policeman was killed and 
three were wounded. 

Kostajnica lies on the edge of 
Krajina, a Serbian-controlled en- 
clave in Croatia whose borders 
the guerrillas have been expand- 
ing in a successful campaign 
against Croatian forces in which 
dozens of people have been 
killed. 


Mr. Eyskens told the Belgian 
daily De Standard that the EC 
would retain little credibility “if 
we withdraw after a possible fai- 
lure (of the peace mission) and let 
people slaughter each other 
further over there.” 

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
Van Den Broek, leader of the EC 
“troika” said the mission was a 
last chance to prevent Yugoslavia 
sliding into full-scale civil war. 

But Mr. Eyskens was sceptical 
about sending a peace force to 
Yugoslavia from the EC or the 
Western European Union 
(WEU) if all diplomatic efforts to 
stop the fighting failed. 


The WEU is a defence alliance 
comprising nine members of both 
the Community and NATO. Hie 
Community has no military arm 
and is discussing whether to allo- 
cate that role to the WEU. 


U.S. Senate approves MIA panel 


WASHINGTON {AP) — The 
U.S. Senate has voted recreate its 
own committee to investigate the 
fate of servicemen missing in ac- 
tion from the Vietnam and other 
wars. President George Bush said 
anew there was “no hard evi- 
dence of prisones being alive.” 

The committee would have 12 
members equally divided be- 
tween the two parties and would 
go out of existence late next year 
unless renewed. 

“We hope to be able to have 
the answers by then (next year) 
although we can't predict that.” 
Sen. Robert Smith, the chief 
sponsor, said Friday. 

Sen. Smith said "thousands of 
people... have written cards and 
letters and made phone calls” 
urging creation of the committee. 
Recent photographs alleged to be 


American prisoners from the 
Vietnam conflict, have led to 
“doubt and mistrust of our gov- 
emmenr,” Sen. Smith added. 


In the rules committee Sen- 
John Warner said his "main con- 
cern was that we not elevate 
unduly the hopes and aspirations 
of the families who've waited so 
many years. To do that would be 
a disservice.” 


And speaking to reporters at 
the White House. Mr. Bush said 
“there is no hard evidence of 
prisoners being alive.” He added: 
“For those who are unscru- 
pulously raising the hopes of 
families by fraud, that should be 
really condemned. You talk ab- 
out something brutal to a family, 
that’s about as cruel as you can 
do.” 


Still. Mr. Bush said, “if there's 
any hard evidence it will be pur- 
sued and run to the ground. And 
our policy has always been based 
on the assumption that until we 
can account for every person mis- 
sing that we have to run down 
these leads to prove that nobody 
is held.” 

On Thursday, the Senate in- 
serted provisions into the defence 
authorisation bill that would re- 
quire federal agencies “holding 
or receiving” information on 
PoWs or MIAs to make the mate- 
rial public. 

The measure, sponsored by 
Sen. John McCain, would apply 
to “any record, live-sighting re- 
port, or other information relat- 
ing to the location, treatment or 
condition” of missing ser- 
vicemen. 


Japan to boost plutonium 
use at nuclear plants 


TOKYO ( AP) — Japan's Atomic 
Energy Commission has 
approved a plan to greatly boost 
use of plutonium and rely less on 
uranium for nuclear power gen- 
eration, officials said. 

With France delaying develop- 
ment of its second fast breeder 
reactor, which uses plutonium 
instead of uranium, and Germany 
dropping its plan to build one, 
Japan's move goes against a 
world trend, analysts say. 

Under the plan, 80-90 tonnes 
of plutonium will be used by the 
year 2010 by some 12 light-water 
type reactors currently operating 
on uranium and by a fast breeder 
reactor currently being tested in 
western Japan, the committee 
said. 

The com mi nee estimated that 
Japan will have a supply of about 
85 tonnes of plutonium by the 
year 2010. 

The plan is part of the nation's 
nuclear expansion programme, in 
which the government expects to 


generate 35 per cent of the coun- 
try’s electricity with nuclear pow- 
er plants by the year 1995, from 
the current 26 per cent. 

Use of plutonium has been stalled 
in other nations because of anti- 
nuclear sentiment, high cost, dan- 
ger and fear of terrorism during 
storage and shipment, analysts 
say. 

For resource-poor Japan, “it is 
important to secure plutonium, 
which can be recycled,” said 
Naoki Saito. an official with the 
Science and Technology Agen- 
cy’s Radioactive Fuel Division. 

Japan, whose reprocessing 
plant will not start operating until 
1995, has a 10-year reprocessing 
contract with France and Britain 
which the first reprocessed 


in 


plutonium will be shipped back to 
Japan next year, the Science and 
Technology Agency said. 

The shipments have raised con- 
troversy because of the need to 
defend them against attack and to 
ensure their safety. 


Argentina, Chile sign 
border pact to bury hatchet 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(R) — Argentina and Chile, un- 
comfortable neighbours for more 
than a century, signed pacts Fri- 
day to settle territorial disputes 
along their long border and bring 
their economies closer. 

President Carlos Menem and 
Chile’s Patricio Aylwin signed 
the pads during a televised cere- 
mony here, settling 23 points of 
contention along the Andes 
Mountains. 

Under the borders pact, which 
covers a 5,400 kilometres stretch. 
The only subsisting dispute will be 
submitted to a tribunal of Latin 
American experts who will rule 
which country will keep a Patago- 
nian area called Laguna Del De- 
si erta, 3,000 kilometres, south of 
Buenos Aires. 

“Chile and Argentina are now 
firmly on the path towards in- 
tegration,” Mr. Menem said 

President Aylwin. here on a 
two-day visit, dismissed charges 
by Argentine nationalists that 


Chile bad not changed its expan- 
sionist policies. 

“That belongs to the past," he 
told businessmen at a breakfast 
meeting. “As oon as this pact is 
ratified by Congress we will have 
no grounds to claim more terri- 
tories.” 

As a sign of how ties have 
wanned, the two defence minis- 
ters met to talk about coopera- 
tion. 

Local nationalists spurned Mr. 
Menem *s arguments and staged a 
three-hour general strike in the 
southern province of Santa Cruz, 
accusing the Peronist government 
of giving up on die 500 square 
kilometres Laguna Del Dexierto 
area. 

Chile grew to its present size in 
the 19th century, mainly at the 
expense of Indians in the south 
and Bolivia and Peru in die 
north. To the east, across the 
precariously plotted Andean bor- 
der, Argentines tong suspected 
Chile of coveting Patagonia. 


Atlantis 
astronauts 
release 
satellite 
into orbit 


CAPE CANAVERAL (AP) — 
After three launch delays. Atlan- 
tis vaulted through a hazy sky 
into orbit Friday with five astro- 
nauts who released an immense 
communications satellite that was 
propelled thousands of miles 
above Earth. 

The satellite was spring-ejected 
from the cargo bay six hours into 
the flight. 

“Well done. Congratulations,” 
mission control told die crew. 

A satellite rocket fired an hour 
later, after the shuttle backed 
away to a safe distance, and sent 
the craft spinning to a 35,680- 
kilometre-high orbit. 

The astronauts began prepar- 
ing for the complicated task of 
freeing the satellite shortly after 
reaching orbit. Shuttle Comander 
John Blaba took a few moments 
out to thank everyone for the 
safe, smooth trip. 

“It was the best ride in the 
world,” Mr. Blaha told mission 
control. 

Atlantis rose from its seaside 
launch pad right on time at 11:02 
a.m. (1502 GMT). It was a wel- 
come sight for space centre work- 
ers, who bad struggled through 
three flight delays in the past two 
weeks, including one the day 
before. 

“They all worked hard because 
a 24-hour turnaround is a tough 
job,” said launch director Bob 
Sieck. “They got their reward... 
seeing Atlantis go into orbit with 
a 100 per cent operating system 
that they made possible.” 

Adantis' nine-day voyage 294 
kilometres above Earth is the 
42nd shuttle mission for NASA. 
It is the fifth time astronauts have 
been sent up to deploy a tracking 
and data relay satellite. The 
second was destroyed in the 1986 
Challenger disaster. 

The newest 5120 million satel- 
lite will expand NASA’s switch- 
board system in space. 


Lithuanians 
turn out 
to bury 7 
dead guards 


VILNIUS, Soviet Union (R) — 
Angry Lithuanians reaffirmed 
their demand for independence 
from Moscow Saturday by turning out 
in huge numbers to bury seven, 
border guards shot dead at their 
posts by unknown professional 
killers. 

Three riders on horseback and 
an honour guard bearing photo- 
graphs of die dead men led a 
funeral procession from the city’s 
sports complex along die Neris 
River to the Roman Catholic 
cathedral for a special mass. 

The bodies of the seven — 
including one who died in hospit- 
al Friday — trundled along the 
cobbled streets in open grey 
tracks, each casket draped in 
Lithuania's red-yellow-and-green 
tricolour and heaped with 
flowers. 

A crowd estimated at 100,000 
from all over the tiny Baltic re- 
public filled the streets along the 
three-kilonietre route or watched 
from balconies overhead. Many 
carried candles or bright bunches 
of flowers as church bells tolled. 

“Fot the rest of our lives we 
will feel hatred,” said Regina 
Meliukstiene. 55, as she watched 
the procession roll slowly by, 
tears and wax from a yellow 
candle mixing on the sidewalk 
before her. 


Comoros 

president 

deposed 


PARIS (R) — The head of Com- 
oros’ Supreme Court, Ibrahim 
Ahmad Halidi, said Saturday be 
had deposed President Said 
Mohammad Djohar and proc- 
laimed himself interim president, 
a French official said. 

Mr. Halidi said Mr. Djohar 
was ousted because of poor 
health. 

The official, who asked not to 
be named, said Mr. Djohar 
appeared to be on holiday in 
Anjouan, an island in die African 
archipelago state. 

French authorities were trying 
to gather more information. 

Mr. Djohar, a former president 
of the Supreme Court, became 
interim bead of state following 
die murder of Preadmit Ahmad 
Abdallah in November 1989 
when a group of white mercenar- 
ies took over the country for 
three weeks. 

Hie mercenaries left after Paris 
sent a task force off the Indian 
Ocean archipelago, a former 
French colony. 

Mr. Djohar was elected presi- 
dent in March 1990. 

The French official said Mr. 
Djobar’s impeachment appeared 
to be illegal as the procedure 
should have been initiated by the 
g o v ernm ent rather than by the 


Supreme Court itself. 

The archipelago, lying between 
the island of Madagascar and the 
Mozambique coast, has seen a 
series of unstable governments 
since independence from France 
in the mid 4970s. 

White mercenaries have played 
a crucial role in maintaining or 
deposing the country's leaders 
and command the Presidential 
Guard — the backbone of the 
government’s security forces. 

The poverty-stricken popula- 
tion, descended from a mixture of 
Arabs and black Africans, relies 
on foreign aid to survive. 

The country has dose links 
with Arab states and with South 
Africa as well as France. 

Mr. Djohar, now 71, sacked 
and then reinstated Mr. Halidi 
from his cabinet in September 
1990 over an alleged coup plot. 

Mr. Halidi, the then interior 
minister, was dismissed after 
issuing a statement saying be 
knew of rumours of a coup but 
had no knowledge of a plot said 
to have been backed by Euro- 
pean mercenaries in August 1990. 

Mr. Djohar brought Mr. Halidi 
back into the cabinet 24 boon 
later on the recommendation of 
other ministers but be was instead 
given the job of health minister. 

The French official said Mr. 
Djobar's impeachment resem- 
bled the ousting of former Tuni- 
sian President Habib Bourgiriba 
who was deposed in 1987 on the 
grounds that, at 84, he was too 
senile to govern. 


“But Mr. Djohar is not senile. 
He is 71,” the official said. 

A spokesman for the Comoros 
Democratic Front in Paris ac- 
cused Mr. Halidi of staging a 
coop. 

“This is a coup attempt by 
some supporters of (late Presi- 
dent Ahmad) Abdallah. Mr. 
Halidi . is a mere pawn,” the 
spokesman, Mohammad Mon- 
join, said. 

Mr. Abdallah, who had ruled 
the islands since 1978, was widely 
believed to have been killed by 
the mercenaries who led his 
guard and went on to stage their 
abortive takeover. 


S. African captain held 
over 1988 funeral killings 


CAPE TOWN (Agencies) — A 
white police captain has been 
arrested in connection with the 
1988 murder of 11 black men, 
women and children at a funeral, 
police said Saturday. 

Police spokesman Jacob Swart 
said Captain B.V. Mitchell 
appeared at a special hearing m a 
Pietermaritzburg court late Fri- 
day. No specific charge was put to 
him and be was held in custody 
pending a further hearing on 
Aug. 16. 

Mr. Swan said Capt. Mitchell 
was arrested on the basis of evi- 
dence by two Wack constables, 
who said he ordered them to 
attack a hut where a family vigD 
was being held for a dead child in 
a village near the white town of 
New Hanover in Natal province. 

He said a further four people 
were being sought in connection 
with the killing, which drew wide 
publicity at the time it took (dace. 

Local activists blamed the 
shooting before dawn on Dec. 3, 
1988, on so-called vigilantes loyal 
to Zulu chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi’s Inkatha movement, 
which has become the Inkatha 
Freedom Party. 

Dr. Butheleri rejected blame 
at the time, saying “Inkatha is not 
responsible for this violence and 
unreservedly condemns it.” He 
said he would sue anyone who 
blamed him or bis movement. 

The shooting happened a day 
after Inkatha, die main black 
rival of Nelson Mandela’s African 
National Congress (ANC). laun- 
ched a recruitment drive in the 
area. 

It happened at the height of a 
power struggle between Inkatha 
and supporters of the ANC, 
which was still outlawed and in 


exile at the time. 

At least 6,000 people have died 
in the conflict, 2,000 of them hi 
die past year alone. 

Three senior Inkatha members 
have been convicted this year of 
killing political rivals. 

The ANC has repeatedly 
alleged th3t police back Inkatha 
in the struggle, saying they escort 
Zulu armies on the way to raid 
ANC strongholds and see diem 
safely home afterwards. 

Police strongly deny the 
allegations, but Law And Order 
Minister Adriaan Vlok acknow- 
ledged last month that police (fid 
channel government money to 
Inkatha and its conservative trade 
union wing. 

President F.W. de Klerk de- 
moted Mr. Vlok in a cabinet 
shuffle Monday and said he 
would name investigators soon to 
a permanent commission on vio- 
lence and intimidation. 

Meanwhile Chris Hani , a popu- 
lar leader of the armed wing of 
the ANCanay give up that post to 
work fulltime for the Commun- 
ist Party, the ANC said Friday. 

The ANC gave no explanation 
for the surprising move, which 
came as pan of an organisation 
shuffle. 


In announcing the new orga- 
nisation structure, the ANC also 
said Cheryl Carolus would head 
the health, welfare and human 
resources portfolio. That would 
put her in charge of social welfare 
director Winnie Mandela. 

Mrs. Mandela previously re- 
ported to the secretary-general, 
but under the new structure 
would work under Ms. Carolus. 
ANC spokeswoman Gill Marcus 
said. 


Bush rejects Republican 
civil rights compromise 


WASHINGTON (A?) — Un- 
daunted by President Bush’s re- 
jection of his efforts, a Republi- 
can senator says be will push this 
fall for a Senate vote on a com- 
promise civil rights bill. But signs 
from the White House are not 
promising. 

Sen. John C. Danforth of Mis- 
souri said he told Mr. Bush last 
week he had been unable to reach 
an agreement with White House 
aides that would be acceptable to 
a majority in the Senate. He said 
be urged the president to recon- 
sider and support the bill. 

Mr. Bush told a White House 
news conference Friday his admi- 
nistration wants to compromise 
with Congress on civil rights 
legislation, despite the impasse. 

“Look, we’ll keep talking ab- 
out this,” Mr. Bush said. “I want 
a civil rights bill. We got some 
time now.” 

Sen. Danforth, speaking at a 
news conference Thursday, said, 
“I think it is a serious mistake for 
the president, for his administra- 
tion and for the Republican Party 
to try to turn the clock back on 
dvil rights.” 

The dispute between the White 
House and bipartisan Senate sup- 
porters of the civil rights bill 
centres on courtroom defences 
employers could use if accused of 
hiring practices resulting in unin- 
tentional discrimination against 
minorities. 

Sen. Danforth said he would 
seek to have the Senate vote on 
his version and predicted approv- 
al with enough votes to override a 
Bush veto. 


“His veto has never been over- 
ridden yet, but I think there’s an 
excellent chance,” Sen. Danforth 
said, predicting support from a 
number of Republicans and 
Democratic supporters of the me- 
asure. 

“We are heading for an inevit- 
able showdown on the question 
of civil rights in this country," 
Sen. Danforth said. “This is 
going to be resolved. It has to:be 
resolved. I believe that it will be 
resolved in favour of the legisla- 
tion we are now p resenting to the 
Senate ...” 

Mr. Bush last year vetoed a 
similar dvil rights biO and the 
Senate failed by one vote to 
override rt. A similar version 
passed the House of Representa- 
tives earlier this year, but suppor- 
ters fell short of the two-thirds 
majority they will need if they are 
to attempt to override this year. 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, a 
leading advocate of dvil rights 
legislation, said he would work 
with Sen. Danforth to pass the 
bill, “even if it means overriding 
an unfair presidential veto that 
shields unacceptable kinds of 
bigotry.” 

“President Bush’s refusal to 
support the Danforth comprom- 
ise seriously undermines the right 
of millions of working women 
and minorities to be free from 
discrimination on the job,” Sen. 
Kennedy said in a statement. 

Sen. Danforth’s bill would re- 
quire employers named in discri- 
mination suits to show that their 
hiring requirements were related 
to the ability of applicants. 


Taiwan launches aggressive campaign to buy arms 


TAIPEI (AP) — The govern- 
ment has launched an aggressive 
campaign to build up its military, 
capitalising on strained ties be- 
tween the West and China to 
boost its military might and win 
diplomatic points against Peking. 

France appears increasingly 
likely to sign a $2 billion contract 
with Taiwan to provide six light 
frigates, sources dose to the 
military said. Only two years ago. 
Paris was pressured by China to 
drop the deal. 

The United States, Taiwan’s 
major arms supplier, has refused 
to self it any combat aircraft. But 
Washington recently sanctioned 
the sale of 10 Sikorsky S-70C 
helicopters with anti-submarine 
capabilities. 

Other deals include mines- 
weepers from Germany, torpe- 
does from Italy and rocket gui- 
dance and propulsion systems 
from Belgium. 

“The tables have turned.” said 
Su Chi, a researcher of the offi- 
cial Institute of International Re- 
lations. ‘"The Chinese Commun- 
ists no longer set the agenda for 
affairs concerning Taiwan. 
Washington is now calling the 
shots.” 

With the West ending its cold 
war confrontation with the Soviet 
Union, military analysts said, 
China’s strategic value has de- 
clined. 

China’s continued poor record 
on human rights following the 
June 1989 crackdown on the pro- 
democracy movement in Peking, 


plus the strides Taiwan has made 
in democratisation, have further 
increased the Nationalist govern- 
ment’s stock. 

Finally, wea pons-producing 
countries can no longer ignore 
Taiwan’s buying power. Its S72 
billion of foreign reserves are 
third in the world after the Un- 
ited States and Japan. 

“Arms dealers from Europe to 
Africa are active in Taipei,” said 
John Bih, editor of the respected 
Defence Technology monthly. 
“They know Taiwan needs more 
weapons to deter an invader who 
may be tempted by this island’s 
new wealth to take it over.” 

The changes are not restricted 
to guns. Diplomatically, Taiwan’s 
position is probably the best it’s 
been since 1979, when the United 
States dropped its recognition of 
Taiwan in favour of Peking. 

In late July, the United States 
backed Taiwan's application to 
join the General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade. British offi- 
cials are currently conducting 
their first trade consultations in 
Taipei. Die Nationalist govern- 
ment has just completed its first 
ministerial-level visit to Australia 
since Canberra cut ties with 
Taipei and recognised Peking in 
1972. 

The Nationalist government 
fled to Taiwan in 1949 after losing 
a civil war to the Communists. 
Nationalist troops last skirmished 
with the Chinese Communists in 
1965. 

Much of the peace since then 


was attributed to military support 
Washington provided the 
Nationalist government. 

But Washington is bound by a 
1982 agreement with Peking to 
gradually reduce its weapons 
sales to Taiwan and refrain from 
selling sophisticated arms to the 
island. 

Last year, Taiwan’s weapons 
purchases from the United States 
were estimated at 5620 million as 
compared with $300 million 
several years ago. The restric- 
tions are forcing the Nationalist 
military to look elsewhere for 
supplies. 


“Modernisation of weapons is 
our key task,” Defence Minister 
Chen Li-An said at a recent news 
conference. “We will continue to 
buy from the United States, but 
we are also looking to other 
countries for the weapons we 
need.” 

Analysts say the Nationalists' 
top concern is that the balance of 
power between China and 
Taiwan could be upset in a few 
years. 

As China moves to modernise 
its weapons, they said, the 
Nationalist military cannot be 
content to twiddle its thumbs 
while its aging warplanes and 
fighting ships get older and older. 

China, after all, ha? still not 
abandoned its threat to use force 
to reunite with Taiwan. 

Taiwan has extended the life of 
some of its navy ships long after 
most of them should have been 


beached. A progamme to use 
spare parts from F-104s and F- 
5Es, the Nationalists’ major fight- 
ers- which are no longer being 
produced, resulted rn a high crash 
rate — 16 among 500 jets over the 
past four years. 

Washington has tried to help 
Taiwan mend its window of vul- 
nerability by providing it with 
technology and training officers. 

Using U.S. technology and 
aviation parts, Taiwan began an 
ambitious 15-year project in 1982 
to build 250 single-seat light- 
weight fighters. 

Several prototypes of the in- 
digenous defence fighters were 
recently produced for test flights. 
The planes can take off quickly 
and reach a high altitude fast 
enough to engage enemy fighters. 
They can also carry missiles that 
could attack warships if China 
launches an invasion by sea. 

In selling Taiwan weapons, 
both Washington and Western 
Europe are making sure not to 
equip Taiwan with the power to 
launch an offensive against 
China. 

A recent edition of a Chinese 
slate-run magazine gave some 
cause to hope that Taiwan’s 
ambitions military programme 
won’t spark criticism in Peking as 
long as it remain defensive. . 

The July 29 edition of Outlook 
magazine said that once Chin* 
and Taiwan united, the 
Taiwanese military would be per- ’ 
mined to continue its weapons 
purchases for defence only. 



Stolen French 
art recovered In 
graveyard cache 


PARIS (R) — Police have reco- 
vered in a graveyard a treasure af- 
pr ice l es s mediaeval art stolen eas-r 
Uer this week from a 13tfoceatory - 
cathedral at Auxcrre in central 
France, church sources have said. ' 
They said police searched the - 
graveyard in the nearby village of 
Fontenoy overnight foHowing an 
anonymous telepho ne ti p and 
appeared to have found - all the- 
missing items. The .thieves hid in. 
the Saiot-Etienne d’Auxerre 
Cathedral last Tuesday^ before it 
closed for the night and made off 
with 12th-century scrolls, illumin- 
ated manuscripts, statuettes, and 
enamel, gold and stive rworfc. Ex- 
perts said each of the stolen-., 
pieces could be worth hundreds" 
of thousands of dollars’ borwould - 
be difficult to sell as . they wg*b~ 
re giste red as historical, works of. 
art and could easily, be recog- 
nised. ■- 


Cosmonaut rescued 
outside space 
station 


CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida 
(R) — A cosmonaut in Earth 
orbit had to be rescued during a 
spacewalk on July 27 when he ' 
tried to mount a Soviet flag out- - 
side the Mir space - station, 
according to' a report. Anatoly > 
Artsebarsky was stranded atop a . 
46-foot (13-metre) tower oil t he 
space station when perspiration 
fogged his helmet and blocked his. 
vision. Aviation Week and Space 1 
Technology will report in'its Aug; 

5 edition. According to the-re^ - 
port, Mr. Artsebaisky’s crew- 
mate, Sergei Kirkalev, had to : 
climb the tower and guide him 1 
down. The pair bad been demon- 
strating space construction proce- 
dures outside the Mir for nearly . 
seven hours when the incident 
occurred. The rescue took place* 
just days before U.S. and Soviet 
officials announced plans to send - 
an astronaut to visit Mir and fly a 
cosmonaut aboard the shuttle.' 
Reacting to the proposed swap’ 
shuttie launch Director Robert 


Stock at the Kennedy Space Cen- 
tre said: “For us, it’s another 


astronaut, another face,” but 
“ittl probably add a little kick to 
that (shuttle) mission.” 


Warden nabs 
escapee at stadium 


BUTTE, Montana (AF) — Mon- 
tana prison escapee Michael 
Michell was in Seattle when he 
decided to take in a baseball 
game. Bad choice. As he stood at . 
a Kingdome souvenir stand, an 
old acquaintance was right be-' 
hind himr “The warden of Mon- ' 
tana State Prison. “Out of 27,000 • 
people you run into a guy that 
you know,” Warden Jack McCor- 
mick told the Montana Standard 
newspaper. “I was a smidgen 
surprised.” Mr. McCormick, 
vacationing in Seattle, was at the 
Seattle Mariners-BaTtiraore 
Orioles Game with his son.-He 
was browsing for souvenirs when 
he spotted Mr. Michell, who was 
convicted of homicide and was ■ 
three months from a parole bear- - 
ing when he escaped on Jan. .19 ~ 
from a prerelease centre in Bill- 
ings. “He was really surprised to 
see me,” Mr. Mc£ormick said. . 
“He knew who I was. I said, ’Hi, 
Mike, how ya doin’?” Mr.-’. 
McCormick said Michell hesi- 
tated for a moment, then told the. . 
warden: “I guess I’D see you back 
there.” 


Court sentences 
teenage fraudster 


LONDON (R) — A B 
teenager who believed that 
is good was sent to a jtr 
prison for four years for swii 
£500,000 ($780,000) while p 
as London's youngest stock 
er. As a mam re- too king -16 
old, Mark Ackiom, now 18, 
a smooth tongue — an 
father's credit card — to 
victims who included a fi 
teacher, a charter jet con 
and a mortgage bank. Mr. 
loin’s lawyers said he was , 
forb ad child, but -the judge' 
him “utterly selfish and 
plefely ruthless.” The tee 
admitted ;' charging £ 1 ] 
(520,000) on a credit card b" 
from his father and sw' " 
teacher out of £13,000 (! 

He ' also .ran up' »' c 
($57 ,000) Ml with adbuu 
firm he used to ferry girl 
op e xpensive trips; He also 
with them in' -antes' in 1 
hotels. Mr/ AckTom’s I 
financial; coup was a s£A 
($790,000) mortgage" "fro 



tyfor tire" purchase iof -a £5 
(5850,000) home in Lond< 



. . >— 

fedwr -reported; the' 


foe credit card. 


